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For the word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than 
any twoedged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of 
soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. 


Hebrews 4:12 
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the electric company sends 
‘you a notice. of ‘you have 

i, problem with the 
message, you may want 
to take it up with the 
sender instead. of 9 iting 
angry with the 
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Preface 


reetings my dear brothers and sisters in 

Christ. I want to share with you some of 

the things that God has taught me 
through the years by much prayer, fasting, and 
pouring over the scriptures. But before I can do 
that, there are several foundational truths that you 
need to understand. 

First of all, I would like to make clear that 
these words are intended only for Christians. 
Salvation through Jesus Christ is a prerequisite 
for any chance of a successful marriage. 


Preface 


Secondly, this writing is not addressed to 
those of you “so-called” Christians who are going 
to do what you want to do no matter what anyone 
says. God said in His word that the carnal-minded 
would not be able to understand spiritual things. 


But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. 

1 Corinthians 2:14 


The final foundational principle is that The 
Holy Scriptures are the only inerrant authority by 
which we must measure all things. 


All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: 
2 Timothy 3:16 


God’s word must be regarded as the only 
authority for faith and practice. Meaning that the 
Bible should be the only source of instruction for 
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what we as Christians believe and do. Let me say 
that again, absolutely everything we do, say, and 
believe should be supported by the _ holy 
scriptures. If you cannot find it in the Word of 
God, don't do it! If God is the original author of 
marriage, shouldn't we follow the instructions he 
gave us about marriage? 


The purpose of this writing is to expose the 
lies that we have inherited from our fathers, 
according to Jeremiah 16:19, and allow the people 
of God to make an informed decision. 


And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
Lord, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your fathers 
served that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord. 


Joshua 24:15 
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Preface 


Introduction 


o you know that God has a plan for your 

life? Seriously, he already knew 

everything you would experience and 
accomplish and how he would use each of these 
events to further his kingdom before he formed 
you in your mother's womb. Perhaps he has called 
you to be a missionary, a mother, or to some other 
area of ministry. He cares about you and he has 
made provision for every need you will ever have. 
He cares about every detail of your life. Many 
people say that they don’t want to ‘bother’ God 


Introduction 


with the little things, but that attitude is contrary 
to the Word of God. Proverbs 3:5-6 says: 
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths. 

All means all, none excluded. God’s plan isn’t 
a limited general outline, but an _ intricately 
designed highly detailed plan. The purpose of his 
plan is not only to further his kingdom but as your 
father, he also wants to give you the very best life. 
Now that doesn’t mean easy; trials are necessary 
to mold and shape you to be Christ-like so that 
you will gain your eternal inheritance. 

... we are the children of God: ” And if 

children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together. 
Romans 8:16b-17 

Imagine for a moment, that God spoke to you 
to become a missionary. You get so excited that 
you jump on the first plane to China and start 
preaching in the streets. Then when things aren’t 
going so well, you question God as to why he 
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called you here. You can't just jump into ministry 
doing what you want to do. Many people throw a 
halfhearted prayer at God on their way out the 
door and expect God to bless their mess. 

In ministry, you must fast, pray, and 
consecrate yourself to get orders’ from 
headquarters before you make a move. It is 
important that you be in the right place, at the 
right time. Sure, you might lead someone to the 
Lord, but are you truly living out the perfect will 
of God for your life? Perhaps God wanted you 
ministering to orphans in Africa instead of 
preaching in China. When you are not operating 
in the perfect will of God, you miss out on your 
ultimate blessing. 

One very critical area that is often overlooked 
is finding the right mate. You cannot go out and 
just pick any Christian and join yourself together 
and expect God's best. This is the co-laborer that 
God has specifically designed to help you fulfill his 
plan and purpose for your whole life. As our 
manual for life, The Holy Scriptures must be the 
only authority for faith and practice in our lives. 


Introduction 


Who Lied to You? 


any Christians have been misled and 

become entangled in the lies of the 

enemy. Our forefathers have inherited 
lies and passed them down to us. 


Surely our fathers have inherited lies, 
vanity, and things wherein there is no 
profit. 

Jeremiah 16:19c 
The Church has a long history of being 
entangled in and perpetuating lies; here are a few 
examples. Let’s take a look at the life of Martin 


Who Lied to You? 


Luther, (not Martin Luther King, Jr.). He 
recognized that many of the church's traditions 
and doctrines were contrary to the scriptures. He 
nailed a document known as 'The 95 Theses’ to the 
door of Wittenberg Church on October 31, 1517. 
This document outlined 95 different discrepancies 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the Holy 
Scriptures. 


The Church of that day had a set up to take 
people's money. They would preach a hellfire and 
brimstone sermon, then tell people they would 
have to buy an indulgence from the church to be 
saved. They were selling ‘get out of hell’ tickets 
(lies). It may be hard to understand how the 
people could be so gullible, as we live in such a 
scripture-rich culture. But the Roman Catholic 
Church of that day also told the people that Latin 
was a ‘holy’ language and to translate the 
scriptures into the 'common' language would 
defile it (lies). So only theologians could read or 
even hear scripture in a_ language’ they 
understood. The people were also told that the 
Bible was far too complicated for laypeople to 
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understand, only a qualified priest could explain it 
(lies). 

The main motivation behind - selling 
indulgences was to get money. The Church 
essentially told people they could buy their way 
into heaven. But, what about those who had no 
money? This same type of thing is happening 
today, just in a more subliminal way. I once heard 
a televangelist give his testimony that he gave five 
thousand dollars and his sick child was healed. 
Then he said, “give your best gift”. Can you really 
give your way into heaven? Can you buy healing? 
Where does that leave those who have little or no 
money? Many of the prosperity preachers of today 
will try to convince you that you can get rich by 
sewing into their ministry. They live in multi- 
million dollar homes and fly all over the world in 
the luxury of their private jets. Jesus didn't even 
own a donkey. 

About 100 years after Luther, the Church of 
England, though technically Protestant, continued 
to perpetuate many of the Roman Catholic rituals. 
Many were hopeful for church reform, however, 
the monarchy vowed to pursue and punish 
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harshly any who did not fully embrace the king's 
church. 


The Conventicle Act of 1593 
enacted under the rule of Elizabeth I 


“ander this act, all who refuse to 
attend public worship in their 
parish churches shall be subject to 
fines: while those who resort to 
conventicles shall be imprisoned 
until they make their 
submissions” 


A conventicle is “a secret or unlawful 
religious meeting, typically of people with 
nonconformist views.” If at the end of three 
months they refused to submit, they were 
banished from the realm, and if they returned 
from banishment without permission of the 
crown, they were held liable to execution as 
felons. Some of these nonconformists were called 
Separatists because they did not want to 
participate in the unbiblical practices of the state 
churches, others were called Congregationalists 
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because they held meetings without permission 
from the state church. Each of these groups was 
forced to leave their country under the penalty of 
death. So, if the government tells you that it is 
illegal to live according to the word of God, who 
will you obey? 

William Bradford was arrested in 1607 under 
the rule of King James because he was part of a 
home church meeting at Scrooby Manor along 
with about fifty other reform-minded individuals. 
After their release from prison they encountered 
numerous difficulties, but finally escaped the 
religious persecution of the English crown and 
started a puritan colony in America. William 
Bradford arrived on the Mayflower and went on to 
become the governor of Plymouth Colony in 1620. 

Whenever there is religious persecution, 
some people may initially put up a fight. Yet, those 
that oppose the rule of law are either silenced by 
fear, imprisonment, or death. Others, running for 
their lives are scattered abroad. The few that 
remain because they keep their mouths shut, may 
still hold the belief. However, they are not 
effective in passing it to the next generation 
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because incognito beliefs don't weigh as heavily as 
government propaganda being shouted from the 
rooftops. At that point, the next generation is 
more conformable to whatever the church or 
government tells them to do. Then, the generation 
that follows embraces the lie wholeheartedly 
because they have never known it any other way. 

Marriage Licensing has_- only _ been 
standardized in the United States for less than 100 
years, but everyone embraces it. . . because they 
have never known it any other way. From Genesis 
to Revelation, there is not even one verse 
supporting the pagan ritual that is commonly 
known as a wedding ceremony. What most people 
have done in purchasing a government-issued 
license, participating in a pagan ceremony, 
placing a ring on their finger, and then having 
someone pronounce them man and wife has 
nothing to do with marriage according to the 
Bible. 

Many people act like receiving permission 
from the government determines whether you are 
living in sin, or in right standing with God. How 
can an ungodly agent of the antichrist, who 
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sanctions the unification of murderers, drug 
addicts, prostitutes, and homosexuals, dictate to 
the people of God whether they are in right 
standing with the Holy Creator of the universe? 
These pagan vows belong only to the children of 
darkness. They do not constitute marriage in the 
eyes of God and create nothing more than a 
secular civil union. Whereas being joined by God, 
belongs only to his children, and is ordained, and 
orchestrated by God. 


And said, For this cause shall a man 
leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall 
be one flesh? Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. What 
therefore God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder. 


Matthew 19:5-6 
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Tradition: Marriage 
According to the World 


f you follow the advice of most preachers, all 

you need to do is pick someone that you 

think is compatible, follow the rules of 
‘biblical courtship’, then ask God to bless that 
union. Many people meet on a blind date, are set 
up by well-meaning family or friends, or use 
online matching’ services that promise 
compatibility. Many people also believe that a 
loooong engagement ensures this must be the 
right one. 


Tradition: Marriage According to the World 
Dating / Engagement 


After choosing a suitable candidate, many 
people begin dating with the pastor’s blessing. 
One of the dangers of dating is that when two 
people are dating and praying to see if this is the 
one God would have them to be with, the further 
they walk together down this road; it becomes 
harder and harder to hear the voice of God on this 
matter. They are often blinded by their emotions 
as well as the comments of other people (Is this 
your wife? You two look so good together). 

The second danger is that, when you are 
trying to live a holy life, spending a lot of time 
alone with someone of the opposite sex, especially 
someone in whom you have made an emotional 
investment, is often a recipe for disaster. Many 
have been entangled in this snare, under the 
misconception that it is necessary to date to get to 
know someone before getting married. 

Getting the mate that God has appointed for 
you has nothing to do with compatibility. It is not 
necessary for you to get to know the one that God 
has appointed specifically for you. You try out 


28 


The Truth About Marriage 


cars, not people. If God called you to be a prophet, 
you don’t “try it out to see if you like it”. If he told 
you to be a missionary to South America, you 
don't “go and see if the weather suits you”. 

Being a Christian means denying yourself, 
and being totally surrendered to the will of God. 
We must crucify our flesh, dying daily to carnal 
appetites. We must trust God in his sovereign 
knowledge to pick the right mate for each of us. 


7 Because the carnal mind ts 
enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. * So then they that 

are in the flesh cannot please God. 
3 For if ye live after the flesh, ye 
shall die: but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. 


Romans 8:7-8, 13 


The concept of biblical courtship is an 
oxymoron; there is nothing biblical about 
courtship. The Bible does not instruct or give us 
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examples of dating. Just because everyone else is 
doing it ‘these days’, that doesn’t make it right. 
When dating, many people are putting their best 
on the outside; you don’t meet the person you 
really married until after the honeymoon. 

Some people feel additional security by doing 
things like a background and credit check, as if 
someone's credit score or criminal record 
determines their eligibility. Many people have a 
‘clean’ record either because they have not yet 
been caught, or because they had the resources to 
buy their way out of trouble. If the Almighty God 
has directed you to your husband or wife, what 
they did in the past is not relevant. Whose report 
will you believe, God's or the world's? God does 
not direct Christians to marry sinners, but once a 
person is saved their past is irrelevant, their past 
is under the blood of Jesus. 

Some of you might bring up the prophet 
Hosea in the Old Testament. Well, I will have to 
say that God sometimes had prophets to do some 
pretty unusual things. For example, he had Isaiah 
to walk around naked for three years (Isaiah 20:2- 
3), he directed Elijah to ask a starving woman for 
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her child's last morsel of food (1 Kings 17:10-13), 
and he told Hosea to marry a prostitute (Hosea 
1:2). Just because he directed a few prophets to do 
these highly unusual things, does not mean he 
wants you to do them. Now that we are not under 
the law, but under grace and truth, the scriptures 
tell us not to be unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers. 

If church leaders are following religious 
tradition, the next step is usually to have a big 
church wedding ceremony with friends and family 
gathered for the exchanging of vows and rings, 
followed by the preacher pronouncing them man 
and wife. There are a few other details that tend to 
be par for the course such as_ premarital 
counseling, a marriage license, and_ the 
honeymoon. Yet none of these practices are 
supported by scripture. In fact, many of these 
‘traditions’ are of pagan origin. 

If we really believe marriage was instituted 
by God, shouldn’t we look to his word to find out 
how to go about it? We have rejected the blueprint 
(the Bible) that God gave us in favor of man-made 
doctrines. 
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And he said unto them, Full well ye reject 
the commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition. 

Mark 7:9 


Ceremony 

There is no record anywhere in scripture 
indicating that a ceremony took place to 
constitute a marriage. God clearly outlined many 
ceremonies, festivals, and ordinances under the 
law of Moses, but none pertaining to marriage. 
God never authorized a man to join two people 
together as some ministers claim when they say 
“by the power vested in me by God and the State 
of (name of state), I now pronounce you husband 
and wife.”. In fact, the corrupt ceremony and vows 
that are still used today are derived from the 
Roman Catholic Church by way of The Book of 
Common Prayer. We're all familiar with the 


script: 


“Dearly beloved: We have come together in 
the presence of God to witness and bless the 
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joining together of this man and this woman 
in Holy Matrimony. The bond...” 
The Book of Common Prayer’ 


Vows 


Just as a wedding ceremony is not biblical; 
there is also nowhere in the Bible that a vow was 
ever used to constitute a marriage. Sometimes 
people who know they don’t have the mate that 
God has appointed for them say “I made a vow, 
God will honor my efforts”. But, if you have made 
a vow that is not in the perfect will of God, he is 
not required to honor it. 

And this is the confidence that we have in 
him, that, tf we ask any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us : 

1 John 5:14 

One example of this would be the Jews that 
made a vow to kill Paul. Obviously, God did not 
honor their vow because it was outside of his will. 
These men probably thought they were doing the 
work of God. 





1 The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage, beginning on p.423 
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And when it was day, certain of the Jews 
banded together, and bound themselves 
under a curse, saying that they would 
neither eat nor drink till they had killed 
Paul. 


Acts 23:12 
We know they were unsuccessful in their plot 
to kill Paul. God made provision for Paul’s safe 
passage so that he could fulfill the plan that God 
had for his life. God is not obligated to honor your 
vow if it is not in alignment with his will for your 
life. 


License 


Permission from an ungodly government is 
not necessary to obey God. Today, if two people 
are joined together without a license, most church 
folks would say that this couple was living in sin. 
But, if that were true, you would have to say the 
same about Adam, Isaac, and Joseph; however, 
God said that each of them was married. On the 
other hand, if a prostitute and a drug addict have 
a marriage license, people think they are married. 
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Marriage was instituted by God, you are not 
eligible to be joined in this holy union if you are 
not in the right relationship with God, having 
accepted Jesus as your savior and living with him 
being the Lord of your life. Oftentimes two people 
who are living together in sin go to the pastor and 
tell him they want to 'do the right thing’. Both the 
couple and the pastor treat a marriage license like 
a get-out-of-sin-free card. A government issued 
marriage license cannot sanctify fornication. They 
must repent, only the blood of Jesus can make 
them clean. Salvation is a prerequisite for 
marriage. 

Let me reiterate here, we cannot lean on our 
own understanding or continue to believe the lies 
passed down to us by previous generations and 
church leaders. A ceremony, a vow, and a license 
have NOTHING to do with marriage according to 
the Bible. 


Many people use 1 Peter 2:13 as an argument 


that a marriage license is biblically necessary. This 
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is a case of the misleading teaching of “Obey the 


laws of the land”. 


Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 

man... 

We should only obey the laws of the land as 
long as they are not in conflict with God’s laws. 
There have been many times in history when 
being a Christian was illegal, a crime punishable 
by death. Peter and John were charged not to 
speak of Jesus. Should they have obeyed the law? 


Corrie Ten Boom hid Jews from Hitler. 
Should she have submitted to his ordinance? If 
you had been conscripted into Hitler's army 
should you have murdered Jews because your 
government told you to? It is illegal to share the 
gospel in North Korea. Is it then wrong to send 
missionaries and Bibles to those desperately 
crying out for hope because Kim Jong-un says so? 

If you believe you should obey any law set 
forth by man, then you are obligated to honor the 
union of two men or two women the same way 
you would a heterosexual couple. It is after all the 
law of the land now. And ministers who hold this 
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belief would be obligated to join them in marriage 
government-licensed civil union. 


Surely our fathers have inherited lies, 
vanity, and things wherein there is no 


profit. 
Jeremiah 16:19c 
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Getting A License From 
The Government 


ccording to the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, a license is defined as “a 
ermission granted by competent 
authority to engage in. . . an activity otherwise 
unlawful”’. Who is the competent authority to join 
two people in marriage, God or the government? 
Did you know that whoever has the authority to 
grant permission also has the power to prohibit? 
Just think about that for a moment, either the 
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Bible is our standard or it is not. Permission from 
governing authorities is not necessary to enter 
into marriage, because God is the one who 
instituted marriage. Do you need permission from 
a wicked system, that promotes abortion and 
same-sex marriage, to pray, get baptized, or 
otherwise obey God? Neither should you ask 
permission from these wicked agencies to be 
joined together with your God-ordained mate. 
Let’s look briefly at the history of the 
marriage license. Today, we take for granted how 
freely marriage licenses are issued by the 
government. However, this began because there 
were actually laws prohibiting marriage. What!? 
You may say, that cannot be true! But if you recall 
a figure from the not-so-distant history of our 
nation, Rosa Parks, you will recall the racial 
segregation that dominated our laws (in the land 
of the free and the home of the brave). There were 
actually 38 states with specific laws that 
prohibited whites from marrying not only blacks 
but also mulattoes, Japanese, Chinese, Indians, 
Mongolians, Malays, and Filipinos. As you can see 
from the following articles, the primary 
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motivation behind the issuing of marriage licenses 
was racism. 


The marriage license is a relatively new 
invention. It didn’t exist across much of the 
United States until 1923 when the _ federal 
government passed the Marriage License Act. 
There were a few state and local agencies such as 
Colonial Massachusetts, under British rule, and a 
few municipalities across the nation that issued 
marriage licenses before that time. 


“Marriage licenses for all citizens 
is fairly new. It began in the 
1800's, when citizens which 
wanted an interracial marriage 
had to petition to the government 
for permission. You see, back 
then blacks were not considered 
citizens with human rights. The 
Supreme Court ruled in Dred 
Scott v. Sandford (1857) that 
blacks were NOT human beings. 
It decreed a slave was _ his 
master’s property and African 
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Americans were not citizens; 
striking down the Missouri 
Compromise as unconstitutional. 
Blacks needed a license to marry. 
However, marriages between 
two white people, or two black 
people, or two Chinese, did NOT 
need licenses. They still don’t, but 
the government is happy to allow 
you (in your ignorance) to keep 
paying them revenue.” 3 


“anti-miscegenation laws, or 
laws that prevented interracial 
marriages. These laws persisted 
for over 300 years. They were 
prevalent in almost every state in 
the union. Miscegenation laws 
were upheld numerous. times 
even after the 14th amendment 
was passed. In the famous 
Supreme Court case of 1896, 
Plessy v. Ferguson, the concept of 
“separate but equal” became the 





3 “Marriage License?” www.jesus-is-savior.com 29 Aug. 2016. 
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law of the land. This allowed the 
states that still clung to anti- 
miscegenation laws to renew 
their fervor against interracial 
marriage. The argument went 
something like: Everyone is free 
to marry, just marry in your 
own race. The issuers’ of 
marriage licenses were 
considered the gate _ keepers, 
charged with keeping the white 
race pure. Laws against 
interracial marriage _ persisted 
long after segregation was 
deemed unconstitutional in 1957. 
It wasnt until 1967 that anti- 
miscegenation laws were wiped 
off the books in the southern 
states. Alabama didn’ bother to 
take it off the books until 2000. 
Thanks for that Alabama, 
appreciate it. In fact, I live in 
Florida, where until 1967 an 
interracial marriage could get 
you 10 years in prison. “4 





4 Wilson, Matt. “The Ugly History of the Marriage License in America.” 
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From the time of Adam until 1923 (roughly 
6,000 years) the government was not dictating 
which people should or should not get married. It 
was a matter left up to the church. Even the 
Catholic Church only required public notice, and 
according to the New York Times, “If two people 
claimed they had exchanged marital vows — even 
out alone by the haystack — the Catholic Church 
accepted that they were validly married.”® 

The government did not begin asserting 
authority over marriage in the United States, until 
after slavery was abolished. These original 
marriage laws only applied to _ interracial 
marriages. They were part of the same laws that 
required separate bathrooms and water fountains 
for 'colored' people. These laws, sometimes known 
as 'black' laws, ushered in the Jim Crow era. 

I remember as a boy, my father and I went to 
the back door of the restaurant to be served. I 
grew up seeing water fountains and bathrooms 
labeled “colored” or “whites only”. Blacks were 





mattwilson32.wordpress.com/2015/06/30/the-ugly-history-of-the-marriage-license-in- 
america/ Web. 29 Aug. 2016. 


5 https://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/26/opinion/26iht-edcoontz. 1.8482424.html 
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required to ride in the back of public transit buses. 
schools were segregated, and racial discrimination 
was the 'norm' in this country. As you can see, 
these marriage laws were created by those that 
wanted to keep the white race 'pure’. They wanted 
to enforce racial segregation at the family level. To 
put it bluntly, the motive behind the original 
existence of the marriage license was hatred and 
racism. God did not institute the marriage license, 
neither did the church. It was ungodly men that 
wanted to forbid interracial marriages to maintain 
the illusion of ‘purity’ within the white race. 

Some people believe that 2 Corinthians 6:14 
directs us not to be joined in marriage to a person 
whose race is different from our own. 


Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with 
darkness? 


2 Corinthians 6:14 


They say God doesn't want a Black to marry a 
White, or a Native American to marry a person of 
Asian descent. This is simply not true. White 
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supremacists such as the KKK and Nazis believe 
that they are racially superior to people of all 
other races and perpetuate these kinds of lies. If 
you were to have your ancestry DNA tested you 
would find that you are not 100% only one race, 
no one is. So, If for example each of your 
grandparents had three or more races, then your 
parents would have six or more, you would have 
twelve, and your children 24. At this rate, how can 
there be any hope of finding a person to marry 
that is racially identical? 

Let's take me for example, I am a black man. 
But am I really? Let me explain. My maternal 
grandmother, who lived in the northern United 
States, would ride in the back of the city bus, as 
was required by the law at that time. But she was 
so light-skinned that on more than one occasion a 
white person went to the back of the bus and told 
my grandmother to come to the front of the bus 
because they thought she was white. (During the 
Jim Crow Era, whites were allowed to sit in the 
front of the bus and blacks had to sit in the back. 
If the bus got filled up, and another white got on 
the bus. A black person was required to give up 
their seat.) Someone with that light of completion 
usually has a white ancestor somewhere along the 
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line. It was very common for slave owners to make 
babies with the women they owned. Isn’t it 
interesting that the same group of men that 
fathered children of their slaves claim that they 
want to keep their race pure? 

My grandmother's daughter, my mother, 
married my father, a dark-skinned African 
American man. His grandmother was a full- 
blooded Cherokee Indian. My dad’s hair was black 
and wavy, it was obvious that he was not 'only' 
black. My parents had seven children. My twin 
sister is light-skinned like my mom was, but I am 
dark-skinned like my dad was. So it is correct to 
say that I have a little White in me, a little 
Cherokee Indian, and mostly Black. 

We are each a unique blend of Heinz 57 
(racially mixed up). One person can be of White, 
Indian, Black, and Asian ancestry, and another 
person can be of the same races, but in different 
proportions. That would make them not the same. 
It would be impossible for us to find a matching 
mate on our own, but God can see past all of that 
and put us together with the one that we are 
spiritually fit for. God put Adam to sleep, took a 
rib from him, and made a woman. When Adam 
awakened, he called his wife ‘woman’ saying “she 
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is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”. So 
without any argument, it should be agreed that 
she was of the same race and same color as Adam. 

Now I have been using the term race, to 
explain this concept, because it is a widely 
accepted term in our culture. However, Harvard’, 
National Geographic’, and Science Magazine? all 
agree that no one is of a 'pure’ race, and in fact 
that 'race' does not even exist on a genetic level. It 
is a 100% social construct. There is only ONE 
race, the human race. What we call race really 
doesn't exist at all, it is simply a grouping that we 
have made up in our culture. 

Let me illustrate, if you have a gymnasium 
full of kids, they will naturally gravitate into 
groups with similar traits. Some may indeed 
group based on skin color, but others will group 
together based on age or interest. One child may 
start shooting hoops, and the other athletically 
inclined students would want to join them while 
the super-smart kids congregate nearby 
discussing the probability of them making the 
next shot. 

The bottom line here is that God is not 





6 https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2008/05/race-in-a-genetic-world-html 

7 https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/article/race-genetics-science-africa 

8 https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/05/theres-no-such-thing-pure-european-or- 
anyone-else 
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confused about anything that has taken place. 
Many people are spending time and money 
researching their ancestry, but ancestry really is 
irrelevant, because we all came from God. God has 
no problem with matching up a man with the 
woman that is bone of his bone and flesh of his 
flesh. Due to the variations of mixed races, the 
skin colors may not always match to the natural 
eye. The eternal part of them will match, and in 
the eyes of God they will be one flesh. The 
problem is that man has fallen short in reaching 
out to God through prayer, fasting, and 
meditation on the word of God. That level of 
consecration is what causes God to set your good 
thing before you. 


’For this cause shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and cleave to his wife; "And 
they twain shall be one flesh: so then they 

are no more twain, but one flesh. >What 
therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder. 
Mark 10:7-9 
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Marriage: What The 
Bible Says 


s Christians, the Bible must be our only 

standard for faith and __ practice. 

Therefore, it is our duty to find out what 
the Bible has to say about marriage. Many people 
believe that because they have attended wedding 
ceremonies in churches, these rituals must be 
biblical, right? Can you please show me where, in 
the word of God, does it say a ring has anything to 
do with marriage? No? How about a license? No? 
Can you give me a chapter and verse for a 
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preacher pronouncing a man and woman husband 
and wife? Go ahead and look, Ill wait. Surely, 
there must be at least a single example in all of 
The Holy Scriptures of a vow constituting a 
marriage, right? No, there is not. The truth is 
these are pagan rituals that have no biblical basis 
whatsoever. 

Let’s set aside these traditions for a moment, 
and take a look at what the author of marriage 
actually says about finding your mate. The first 
example God gave us of marriage is found in the 
book of Genesis, chapter 2. 


*t And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took 
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof; * And the rib, which the 
Lord God had taken from man, made he a 
woman, and brought her unto the man. 73 
And Adam said, This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out 
of Man. **Therefore shall a man leave his 
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father and his mother, and shall cleave 

unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

In this passage, God himself joined Adam 
and Eve together by his Spirit and called them 
man and wife. He also commanded them to be 
fruitful, multiply, and replenish the earth. Some 
may point out that Adam had no choice about his 
mate; but as we will show you, the fact is, neither 
do we. 

Another example of marriage that God gave 
us in his word is illustrated in Genesis 24. 
Abraham sent his servant to Haran to find Isaac’s 
wife. As you can see, he didn’t go in search of 
someone compatible or a woman with similar 
interests to Isaac’s, but instead, he was seeking 
the one that had been appointed by God. 


4 And let it come to pass, that the damsel to 
whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I 
pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall 
say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink 
also: let the same be she that thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaac; and 
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thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed 


kindness unto my master. 
Genesis 24:14 


He prayed, putting a fleece before God, 
asking for a sign, so that he could know without a 
doubt who was the one appointed by God. 


** And it came to pass, before he had done 
speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came 
out ...and she went down to the well, and 
filled her pitcher, and came up. *” And the 
servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I 
pray thee, drink a little water of thy 
pitcher. '° And she said, Drink, my Lord: 
and she hasted, and let down her pitcher 
upon her hand, and gave him drink.’ And 
when she had done giving him drink, she 
said, I will draw water for thy camels also, 
until they have done drinking. 

Genesis 24:15-19 


By this sign, he was able to prove what was 
the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

The third example I would like to share from 
the scriptures is found in the first chapter of the 
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book of Matthew. Here we find Joseph and Mary. 
Joseph had decided to put Mary away, but God 
spoke to Joseph through an angel to take Mary as 
his wife. 

8 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this 
wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came 

together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. ”? Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to make 
her a public example, was minded to put 
her away privily. *° But while he thought 
on these things, behold, the angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, 
saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghost. 
Matthew 1:18-20 


Just as God appointed these marriages, he is 
still joining people by his Spirit today, for those 
that are willing to pray and draw near to him. 
Most of us have been indoctrinated with the pagan 
rituals and government license that our society 
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refers to as marriage, but that is NOT what the 
Bible says about marriage. 
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iscovering marriage God’s way must 

begin with a season of diligently seeking 

him with proper prayer and _ fasting. 
There are many, many examples of fasting 
throughout scripture. When seeking a mate, many 
people pray but don’t actually wait for an answer 
from God. They say “we prayed, and we feel like 
this is God”. A feeling is not enough to go on. 
Feelings can change. Don’t allow yourself to be 
driven into the wrong relationship by lust. 


God's Way 


There is a way that seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death. 

Proverbs 16:25 


It is so important to not only pray but to wait 
for an answer from God. In order to do that, you 
must not be led by your emotions, but you must 
crucify your flesh through fasting, consecration, 
and time alone with God. It is the responsibility of 
the shepherds to hold the sheep’s hand and lead 
them, by example, to the altar of prayer, fasting, 
and consecration. 

I believe the absolute fast to be the most 
effective type of fasting. It simply means to 
abstain from all foods and drink only water for a 
period of time. People often ask “How long should 
I fast?”. We must be led by the spirit in all things, 
but a great starting point would be a 24 hour 
period twice per week. If you can do more, that’s 
even better. You can make the most of your time 
of consecration by secluding yourself, and 
spending as much time as you can alone in prayer. 
During this time, it would also be wise to abstain 
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from as much technology as possible, as well as 
avoiding running errands that can wait until you 
have completed your consecration. I recommend 
that you continue this pattern of fasting at least 
two days per week as long as it takes to hear from 
God. I would also caution you to not set in your 
mind an arbitrary time frame (such as “If I fast 
twice a week, I expect God to answer me within a 
month.”). God may not answer when you think he 
should, but he will answer. As you pray, fast, and 
consecrate yourself, you will become more in 
alignment with God’s plan for your life. If you are 
on medication, it is important to follow the 
instructions that come with your medication, then 
start your fast. 

As you press into this deeper level in God, he 
will give you a fresh hunger and thirst for his will 
for your life. You will be spiritually strengthened 
to be able to resist fornication while waiting for 
your God-appointed mate. You will also 
experience the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, that shall keep your heart and 
mind through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). 
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When you pursue God wholeheartedly, he 
will speak to you through many different avenues 
to make his will known. A few of the ways God 
chooses to speak to his people are through 
dreams, visions, and signs. Here are a few 
examples from the scriptures. 


Dreams 
The dream God gave Joseph regarding Mary 
was one of many cases where God used a dream to 


give very specific instructions. 


79 But when Herod was dead, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, *° Saying, Arise, and take 

the young child and his mother, and go 

into the land of Israel: for they are dead 
which sought the young child’s life. 
Matthew 2:19-20 


In Genesis 40 we find the account of the 
butler and the baker each having dreams. God 
gave Joseph the ability to interpret these dreams 
which quickly became a reality. This positioned 
Joseph to do the same for the Pharaoh’s dream a 
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few years later, which in turn lead him to his God- 
appointed position as ruler over Egypt. This 
brought the dreams of his youth into fruition. 
Dreams are a critical piece of the puzzle. It is very 
important to take dreams seriously to walk into 
the perfect will of God for your life. 
Visions 

A vision is like a dream you have while you 
are awake. In Acts chapter 11, God used a vision to 
show Peter that he wanted him to go to Cornelius’ 
house. This went against everything he had been 
taught in the law of Moses. God spoke to him to 
lay aside religion and tradition, to walk after the 
Spirit. This marks the beginning of gentiles 
becoming part of the church. 


A few other examples from scripture include: 


And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; 
There stood a man of Macedonia, and 
prayed him, saying, Come over into 
Macedonia, and help us. 

Acts 16:9 
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Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by 
a vision , Be not afraid, but speak, and hold 
not thy peace: 
Acts 18:9 


After these things the word of the Lord 
came unto Abram in a vision , saying, Fear 
not, Abram: Iam thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great reward. 

Genesis 15:1 


Signs 

In Judges chapter 6, Gideon asked God for a 
sign. He said I will put a fleece out and if in the 
morning the ground is dry and the fleece is wet I 
will know this is what the Lord wants me to do. 
The next morning when he finds the fleece wet 
and the ground dry, he says to God I will put a 
fleece out and if in the morning the ground is wet 
and the fleece is dry I will know this is what you 
want me to do. Verse 40 reads “And God did so 
that night”. This is an example that God gave us to 
follow, set forth in the manual. 
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A few other examples from scripture include: 


And it shall come to pass, tf they will not 
believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of 
the first sign , that they will believe the 
voice of the latter sign. 

Exodus 4:8. 


And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. 

Luke 2:12 


I recommend that you write down dreams, 


visions, signs, prophesies, etc. Sometimes we do 


not understand each individual piece, but as we 


fast, pray, and pursue God, he will show you how 


each of these pieces fit together. 


Opposition 


The spiritual transformation that will take 


place in your life when you draw closer to God, is 


often not well received by other Christians. The 


radiance of this illumination is often an irritation 


to those walking in carnality. 
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5 For they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that are 
after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. ° For 
to be carnally minded is death; but to be 
spiritually minded ts life and peace. 7 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. ® So then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
Romans 8:5-8 


When you crucify your flesh and live for the 
purpose of pleasing God, many carnal-minded 
Christians will come against you. When you refuse 
their ungodly counsel to attend singles meetings 
and decline to meet someone they want to hook 
you up with, they may start making comments 
such as “you are so heavenly minded that you are 
no earthly good” or “you think you are better than 
everyone else.” In time, they may not want 
anything to do with you. Often these are people 
you may have trusted or even looked up to, but if 
they are not fasting and praying on a regular 
basis, then it would not be wise to receive their 
carnal counsel. 
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When hard times come 


Every relationship goes through rough 
patches. But, if God has joined you together, when 
the storms of life come, all that is needed is for 
both of you to draw nigh unto him. God has 
placed you with that specific person for such a 
time as this. Your commitment isn’t based on a 
shallow vow or the bondage of a government- 
issued license. You are not committed to your 
spouse, but instead to God. 

There are Christians that God has joined 
together as husband and wife, who in ignorance, 
have done the vows, ceremony, ring, license, and 
being pronounced man and wife. So, the question 
is, does that make them married or not married? 
Yes, of course, they are married; God joined them 
together. Vows, a ceremony, a ring, a license, and 
someone pronouncing you husband and wife do 
not constitute a marriage; nor can it nullify what 
God has ordained. There are others, that God has 
joined together who have not done the vows, 
ceremony, ring, license, and being pronounced 
husband and wife. Although God has joined them 
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together, most other Christians would view them 
as living together in sin. 

Christians that are void of understanding, in 
the area of marriage, as well-meaning as they 
might be, may try to make those that God has 
joined together feel condemned. Again, from lay 
members all the way up to apostles, they are only 
rehearsing the doctrines (lies) that were passed 
down to them. 

One tactic these well-meaning believers may 
use is to remind anyone joined together by the 
Spirit of God that the Bible says not to let your 
good be evil spoken of in Romans 14:6. But in 
rightly dividing the Word of God we must 
consider the whole scripture. The Bible says that 
even Jesus was evil spoken of when he healed the 
blind man in Luke 18:42. Jesus was also evil 
spoken of when the woman anointed his feet with 
oil and kissed his feet and wiped his feet with her 
hair in Luke 7:38-46. Brother Paul was evil 
spoken of in Acts 16:16-24 when he and Silas cast 
the devil out of a soothsayer. In Acts 3:7, Peter 
and John were evil spoken of when they prayed 
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and God healed a man who had been crippled all 
his life. 

In these last days, we must be led by the 
Spirit of God, using discernment, weighing the 
spirits. Many claim to be Christians but refuse to 
follow the instructions God has given us in the 
Bible. 


For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears; 

2 Timothy 4:3 


At any given moment you can whip out your 
smartphone and choose from a limitless heap of 
teachers to tickle your ears. If you are not well- 
grounded in sound doctrine and walking by the Spirit 
of God, it is easy to be swayed, 


tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive 
Ephesians 4:14 
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The devil is lying in wait to deceive the 
followers of God into attacking one another. Satan 
is using evil teachers masquerading as God's 
anointed to twist the truth. Many have been 
misled into thinking they are doing God's work, 
but they are really helping the devil out. 


They shall put you out of the synagogues: 
yea, the time cometh, that whosoever 
killeth you will think that he doeth God 
service. 

John 16:2 


Woe unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil; that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter! 

Isaiah 5:20 


Throughout history, many servants of God 
were persecuted and called evil for speaking the 
truth: Jeremiah, all the apostles, John Wycliffe, 
and even Jesus himself. You cannot do anything 
about your evil spoken of when God has ordered 
your steps. You must pray for your brothers and 
sisters that do not understand, love them, and 


68 


The Truth About Marriage 


continue doing whatever God has assigned you to 
do. The ultimate question we need to keep in 
mind is who am I trying to please, God or man? If 
God has joined you together, that is all that 
matters. 

Wherefore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. 

Matthew 19:6 


It is not a sin to get a marriage license, 


especially when you don't understand it to be 


wrong. 


For until the law sin was in the world: but 
sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Romans 5:13 
But, the flip side is that as God reveals more 
truth to you, you are held accountable for doing all 
that you know to do. As you see the light walk 
therein. 


Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin 
James 4:17 
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Even after God showed me that a license is 
not marriage, I still wanted one, mostly because of 
the perception of other people. As a preacher, it 
felt like a badge of shame. But, God told me, “to 
get a license, when I have put you together, casts a 
shadow on what I have done”. What is good about 
a shadow? That is in the category of darkness. 
Something holy, clothed in darkness overshadows, 
reduces the visibility, and hides what God has 
done. 

The devil wants to get you off track from 
God’s plan for your life. One of satan's most 
effective weapons is to tie you to someone that he 
has hand-picked to help him carry out his plan for 
you (“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy” John 10:10a). If the devil can 
rush you into the wrong relationship; he can have 
you sleeping with the enemy. 

On the other hand, when you find the one 
that God has appointed for you, you don't need to 
feel rushed. Time will not change that; if that 
person is your mate today, he/she will still be your 
mate a year from now. 
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Il too often, those who are supposed to be 

leaders in the church, such as pastors, 

eacons, mothers, and teachers, will try 

to match make for you. They encourage 
unmarried church members to get into dating 
relationships, feeling justified by the world's 
advice of “if you don’t date, how can you find out 
if you are compatible”. The Word of God is our 
comprehensive manual for life; however, it never 
directed us to determine compatibility for 
marriage. Only God can do that. The advice from 
most pulpits is something along the lines of “just 
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choose a_ Christian with complementary 
characteristics, that is not a bum”. We need to 
stop taking compatibility tests and find out from 
the one who created us, exactly which person he 
designed, planned, and ordained for each one of 
us to be with. Dating was designed by the devil, to 
entice people into the entanglement of sin. IF 
YOU DATE, YOU WILL FORNICATE ! Now I 
understand that there are a few, a very few, that 
will date and not fornicate. But, the Bible does 
NOT tell us to date. Are we going to follow the 
manual or the world? 

What kind of example is being set forth for 
the many who will try the dating scene and will 
fall into fornication. We are instructed to not be a 
stumbling block for others. When spiritual leaders 
encourage people to date, they are setting them up 
for failure. When you sin, that sin instantly creates 
a barrier between you and God, blocking your 
prayers. 

But your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid 

his face from you, that he will not hear. 

Isaiah 59:2 
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In this backslidden state, it's impossible to 
hear God speaking to you, 'and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear.’ You are 
left with only the wrong counsel. Some leaders 
justify their worldly advice by saying things 
like... 

“you are both saved and love God” 


“y'all look so good together” 
“you love one another and get along well.” 


“all of the church members think that the two of 


you would make a good couple.” 
“He/she comes from a good family” 
Or, if you have a child together... 


“it would be good for the baby to have a father, 
you don't want him or her to be a bastard” 


“you want to do the right thing” 


They use a marriage license like a 'get-out-of- 
sin-free card’. Sin is sin, a pagan ritual and a 
government license cannot sanctify fornication. 
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A foolish vow applied to a sinful life does not 
make it holy. 

In premarital counseling, when one or both 
parties come from an affluent family, pastors act 
like their “status” automatically qualifies them to 
get married. This includes wealthy families, 
families that have jobs requiring an advanced 
degree, celebrity status families, and families that 
hold a political office. Now, I am not saying that 
one cannot marry into the aforementioned 
families. What I am saying is that a person’s 
social, political, or economic status has nothing to 
do with them getting God's appointed mate for 
marriage. The truth is, we must completely ignore, 
set aside, and deny all the carnal, fleshly 
attributes of a person. God himself must be the 
one to show us to whom we should be married, by 
his Spirit! 

The prospect of more members and the 
possibility of increased tithes and offerings has 
dollar signs in the eyes of many preachers. 
Membership numbers and titles such as “the 
fastest-growing church” have become the new 
status symbol among preachers. They look at 
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people getting married as growing their church, as 
well as lining their pockets. They look at church 
growth as moving them up the status ladder in 
religious circles. Oh sure, they might be opposed 
to two people getting married when one or both 
parties have a history of violence, alcohol and 
drug abuse, and run-ins with the law. But for the 
most part, their philosophy is “if it looks good, do 
it”. 

God wants to lead us by his Spirit! He has 
established leadership in the church to edify and 
build up the body of Christ. Just as God led the 
children of Israel through prophets and judges in 
the Old Testament until they demanded a king. 
Many of the _ so-called apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers have made 
themselves to be kings, extorting money from 
impoverished congregants so they can live a 
luxurious lifestyle. 

It is appalling to see that those seeking to live 
a life pleasing unto the Lord, seeking godly 
counsel from church leaders are being instructed 
to perform pagan rituals and get permission from 
the government! WHAT!?!?! Wait a minute, you 
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are telling me that I need permission from an 
ungodly government, that is promoting the 
antichrist's agenda to obey God? This kind of 
counsel is a snare and an entrapment that causes 
most Christians to never get their God-given 
mate. Many well-intentioned Christians, trying to 
live as best they know how receive ungodly 
counsel from their carnally minded leaders. 


There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death. 

Proverbs 14:12 


Instead of church leaders saying “let’s 
consult God” they esteem themselves to be the 
authority when in actuality God designed these 
leaders only to speak on his behalf. 


Believes thou not that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me? the words that I 
speak unto you I speak not of myself: but 
the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works. 

John 14:10 
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Down the road 


After a couple has been ‘joined together' in a 
civil union by pagan rituals and a government 
license, they continue to receive counsel contrary 
to the word of God. when things are not going 
smoothly, the couple will often seek counsel as to 
whether they should stay together or get divorced. 
Church leaders typically give more wrong advice 
concerning the mess they got you into. They will 
suggest marriage counseling, retreats, or 
workshops on ‘mending rocky marriages’. They 
will tell you that God hates divorce. 

I agree that God hates divorce, and it is 
damaging to the lives of both parents and 
children. But, if you have not been put together by 
God, you are not_married in the eyes of God. 
There is no marriage seminar, retreat, or 
counseling that can sanctify that union. Pagan 
worship cannot be made holy. Let me make it 
clear, there is no best-selling book on how to save 
your marriage, no internet or T.V. program on 
how to have a happy marriage that has ever nor 
will ever work. Why? Because they are trying to 
keep something together that has _ been 
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orchestrated by the devil. This is why it has been 
said that there are more divorces in the church 
than in the world. However, that is not truly 
accurate, because most of what they are calling 
‘divorce’ is simply the dissolution of a partnership 
between two people and the state government. 
They were never married, to begin with. They are 
simply separating themselves from a system that 
has been set up by men and not God. There is 
nowhere in the Bible that any of the great men of 
God ever performed or took part in a pagan 
ceremony that consisted of a ring, a vow, a license, 
and pronouncing people husband and wife. 


The Illusion Of Success 


When a man and a woman who are in a 
troubled marriage civil union receive wrong 
counsel and decide to continue living together, 
those giving advice look at that couple as having a 
“successful marriage”. Often, the couple will 
continue to co-habitate. They may learn to 
tolerate one another, but they will never 
experience the same level of joy and happiness 
that father God has for all those he has joined by 
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his Spirit. I am not saying they won't experience a 
certain degree of contentment, but the ultimate 
joy and happiness are reserved for those whom 
God Almighty has equally yoked together as 
husband and wife. They will always lack the 
fulfillment that can only be found when you are 
walking in the good and acceptable, and perfect 
will of God. These couples that have so-called 
“successful marriages” are often called upon to 
counsel and give advice to those considering 
marriage, couples that are having difficulties, and 
those that have been divorced. But the truth of the 
matter is when you are not hooked up God’s way, 
you are in no shape to counsel anyone on this 
topic. 


Return to First Marriage Doctrine 


70 And unto the married I command, yet 
not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart 
from her husband: ” But and tf she depart, 
let her remain unmarried or be reconciled 
to her husband: and let not the husband 
put away his wife. 
1 Corinthians 7:10-11 
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What makes someone be your husband or 
wife? A pagan ceremony? A government license? 
A ring and a vow? No. A person is only your 
spouse if God himself has joined the two of you 
together. Many preachers claim that 1 Corinthians 
7:10-11 requires that if you have ever called 
yourself divorced, that you must either remain 
single or go back to the person that you first 
called husband or wife. These people are told that 
if they get married they are living in sin. 

The first problem is that many people who 
call themselves married are not. They fall into one 
of three camps. 

Either they got married joined by a 
civil union before they became a 
Christian. If you were not a Christian 
when you became married bound by a 
civil union, satan was ordering your 
steps, and you are bound to someone 
that satan has picked for you, not God. 
You also need to remember that a 
license, vow, and ceremony do not 
constitute a marriage in the eyes of God. 
If you find yourself in this situation, do 
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not make any rash decisions. You must 
pray, wait, and allow God to give you 
direction as to how to proceed. 

Or, they were joined to their 
spouse by God, and their spouse has 
since backslidden. He/She is spiritually 
dead, therefore they have not “departed 
from their husband or wife”, instead, 
they are “loosed from the law”. When 
their spouse began living in sin, he/she 
became divorced from God. This couple 
has become unequally yoked. If you find 
yourself in this situation, do not make 
any rash decisions. You must pray, wait, 
and allow God to give you direction as 
to how to proceed. 


? For the woman which hath 
an husband is bound by the 
law to her husband so long as 
he liveth; but if the husband 
be dead, she is loosed from 
the law of her husband. ? So 
then if, while her husband 
liveth, she be married to 
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another man, she shall be 
called an adulteress: but if 
her husband be dead, she is 
free from that law; so that 
she is no adulteress, though 
she be married to another 
man. 
Romans 7:2-3 


Or, they were joined only by a 
pagan ceremony and a government 
license. Even if they were both 
Christians when they became married 
bound by a civil union, it is highly likely, 
due to a lack of prayer and fasting, that 
they have failed to get their God- 
appointed mate. If you find yourself in 
this situation, do not make any rash 
decisions. You must pray, wait, and 
allow God to give you direction as to 
how to proceed. 

First Corinthians 7:10-11 only applies to you 
if you have been joined by God. If you were not 
joined by God, but shackled by satan, then what 
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you are referring to as a ‘marriage’, is not 
marriage in the eyes of God. 

The second problem that arises when 
teaching this doctrine is that people who have 
escaped from the bondage of a_ satanically 
orchestrated civil union (call themselves 
divorced), are forbidden from seeking out their 
God-ordained mate. God wants to give them their 
right mate; he said, “It is not good that man 
should be alone.” (Genesis 2:18) He also said the 
woman is the weaker vessel (1 Peter 3:7); 
therefore it is even worse for her to be alone. 
Some people, striving to please God, try to live an 
unmarried celibate life. Trying to live according to 
this false teaching can cause people to fall into 
fornication because God did not design man nor 
woman to go through life alone. 


The idea that a Christian should be 
‘reconciled’ to a person who is not their God- 
ordained mate would cause them to be an 
adulterer/ adulteress. If you are with a person 
who is not your mate, you are sleeping with 
someone else's mate. 
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Third, Just imagine what effect this 
teaching could have on someone's marriage if they 
finally do get their God-ordained mate. If they had 
been taught the 'first wife’ doctrine, they would 
always have this nagging feeling because of the 
conflict between what God has done in their lives 
and the wrong teachings of the church. 
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know this book has challenged many of you 

already. But, I want you to prepare yourself 

for a shock. This may be hard to hear, but if 
you will hear me out, just finish the chapter 
instead of slamming the book shut, you can move 
into a deeper level with God. Ready? You can be 
perfect. Not only can you be perfect, but God has 
commanded you to be perfect. I understand that it 
is hard for most of us to wrap our minds around 
this truth because we wrestle with that lie from 
the devil, “You can’t be perfect”. This lie is 
repeated by TV preachers, carnally minded 
Christians, and non-believers. 


Perfection 


Being perfect is not as far-fetched of an idea 
as you might be thinking. Living a perfect life 
simply means always obeying God. You are only 
held accountable for obeying what you understand 
God has told you to do, either in his written word 
or in your heart (by the Holy Spirit). 

Just as the first Adam was perfect, the 
second Adam was also perfect. Not only was Jesus 
perfect, but he also made provision for every sin to 
be removed from us, so we can be perfect, too. 
Instead of believing that God has really set us free 
from every sin, most people choose to believe the 
lie. Why? Because it is more comfortable to live a 
lukewarm life, dabbling in ‘little’ sins than to 
crucify the flesh and live holy. But, just like satan 
fed Eve a lie, he is doing the same thing to the 
Bride of Christ today. This lie keeps many from 
believing the truth that we not only CAN be 
perfect but in fact, God has commanded us to be 
perfect. 


Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven ts perfect. 
Matthew 5:48 
Would God really command you to do 
something beyond your ability? We must believe 
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what the word says over the lies of the devil. We 
must accept the truth that what the second Adam 
did made it a reality for us to be able to repent and 
live a perfect and sinless life. 


Sin, no matter how small, separates you from 
God (Isaiah 59:2); even if no one else knows about 
it. We cannot have fellowship with God if there is 
any sin in our lives. We must walk with God, as 
Adam did before he sinned, perfect and sinless if 
we are to be the bride of Christ. The Bible says 
that we, as the Bride of Christ, are bone of his 
bone and flesh of his flesh. Jesus could not have 
ransomed his bride (redeemed us from sin) had 
he not been perfect and sinless. We know that 
Jesus is sinless. How then can his bones and his 
flesh have sin in them? 

For we are members of his body, of his 


flesh, and of his bones 
Ephesians 5:30 


In much the same way you cannot get the 
perfect mate that God created specifically for you, 
bone of your bone and flesh of your flesh, unless 
you are walking in a perfect sinless state with him. 
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We need to stop hiding behind ungodly 
statements made by unbelievers and carnally 
minded Christians, such as “we sin every day”. 
This is a wrong interpretation of Romans 3:23 
that says we all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. The verb phrase “have sinned” is 
past tense; in other words, it refers only to sins 
that occurred in the past. It does not refer to 
ongoing sin (i.e., “are sinning”) or sin that may 
occur in the future (i.e., “will sin”). Jesus came 
and died on the cross, redeemed us, and abolished 
all of our sins. 


% Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. “Let not sin 
therefore reign in your mortal body, that 
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. ” 
Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: 
but yield yourselves unto God, as those that 
are alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
™ For sin shall not have dominion over 
you: for ye are not under the law, but 
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under grace. ® What then? shall we sin, 
because we are not under the law, but 
under grace? God forbid. ° Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield yourselves servants 
to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness? 


Romans 6:11-16 


There are some among us that have repented 
years ago and may feel they are in good standing 
with God, saying “I've been saved for years....”. 
But we must lay aside every weight and the sin 
which doth so easily beset us. Many of us must 
repent afresh and do our first works again. We 
must crucify our flesh through prayer and fasting 


to reach spiritual maturity. 
5 Remember therefore from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick 
out of his place, except thou repent. 
Revelation 2:5 
At that point, you are a new creature. You 
can no longer allow sin to rule and reign in your 
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members. Let's take a look at some of the lies that 
have been perpetuated, and the truths of God's 
word that combat them. 


LIE: You cannot be perfect. 


TRUTH: We are commanded to be perfect. 


Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven ts perfect. 


Matthew 5:48 


Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation 
of repentance from dead works, and of 
faith toward God, 


Hebrews 6:1 


LIE: Jesus was the only perfect person to walk the 
earth 


TRUTH: What Jesus did made it possible for all 


of us to be perfect. 
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Iam crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me. 
Galatians 2:20 


If we have truly mortified (killed) the deeds 
of the flesh through spiritual disciplines such as 
prayer, fasting, studying the scriptures, and 
obeying God, then it is Christ living through us. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall 

he do also; and greater works than these 

shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 
John 14:12 

So, Jesus, who was perfect, declared that we 
would do greater works than he did. Prophets of 
old desired to live in this day when the Holy Spirit 
would take up residence in us because in those 
days the Spirit of God would only come upon 
them briefly. 

For verily I say unto you, That many 
prophets and righteous men have desired 
to see those things which ye see, and have 
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not seen them; and to hear those things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. 
Matthew 13:17 

We are also told to have the mind of Christ, 

that would be a perfect mind. 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: 
Philippians 2:5 

In Philippians chapter 3, it says “as many as 
be perfect”. This must be referring to more than 
one person, not including Jesus. The word many 
implies the majority. 

Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be 
thus minded ... 
Philippians 3:15 a 
LIE: You can’t help but sin every day because... 
For all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God; 
Romans 3:23 

TRUTH: In this verse, the phrase “have sinned” 
is a PAST TENSE verb phrase. We were all born in 
sin, but once we get saved, we should not continue 
in sin (Romans 6:11-16). 
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we should not serve sin. For he that is dead 
is freed from sin. 
Romans 6:6-7 


Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof. 

Romans 6:12 


Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God. 


1 John 3:9 


for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath 
ceased from sin; 


1 Peter 4:1b 


LIE: Perfect does not mean sinless, just mature. 
TRUTH: Just like a fruit or vegetable can be fully 


developed, yet still have blemishes, bruises, or 


scars. You can be mature, and yet not be perfect. 


And he gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and 
some, pastors and teachers; For the 


perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
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Christ:Till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 


God, unto a perfect man, unto the 


measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ: 
Ephesians 4:11-13 

In verse 12, the word perfecting is referring 
to the process of maturing. This process occurs as 
believers grow in faith by renewing their minds, 
walking by faith, obeying God, and consecrating 
themselves. Whereas the phrase “... come unto a 
perfect man,” describes reaching the destination 
of perfection. When you reach that state, you are 
not only mature, but also without spot, wrinkle, or 
blemish. At that point, you have been purified in 
the furnace of affliction so that you can live free 
from sin. 

The bride Jesus is returning for must be 
perfect_and sinless because sin cannot enter into 
heaven. So if you cannot be perfect on earth, how 
is it that you will be able to enter into heaven? 
Jesus said: 
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That he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish. So 
ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself. For no man ever yet hated his own 
flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, 
even as the Lord the church: For we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones. For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall be joined unto 
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 

Ephesians 5:27-31 


So, if we, as the church, are “members of his 
body, of his flesh and of his bones”, we cannot 
have any sin in us. For those of you who refuse to 





believe that you can live a perfect sinless life, you 
must understand that that means you cannot be 
part of his body. Christ is sinless and perfect, as 
part of his body, we must be also. 


And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took 
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
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instead thereof; And the rib, which the 

Lord God had taken from man, made he a 

woman, and brought her unto the man. 

And Adam said, This is now bone of my 

bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out 

of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his 

father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

Genesis 2:21-24 


Eve came from the first man Adam, who was 
perfect. He was sinless, so the rib that was from 
him, Eve, also had no sin in her. Just as Eve was 
Adam's rib, we as Christians are from Jesus 
Christ, the last Adam. Just as Eve was Adam's 
Bride, We are the Bride of Christ. If “we are 
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his 
bones” or as Genesis describes it “bone of his 
bones, flesh of his flesh” we must also be without 
sin. 

Why is it that people have no problem 
accepting that Eve was perfect, having come from 
the first Adam, but refuse to believe and accept 
that we, as the bride of Christ, can be perfect, 
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having come from the last Adam (Jesus Christ), 
who was also perfect? If you believe you can't be 
perfect, then you can't. But if you cannot be 
sinless, then you are not bone of his bone and 
flesh of his flesh; you are not his bride. If you are 
not his bride, you are not a Christian. 


And so it is written, The first man Adam 
was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that 
was not first which ts spiritual, but that 
which is natural; and afterward that 
which ts spiritual. The first man ts of the 
earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord 
from heaven. 

1 Corinthians 15: 45-47 


Some of you might feel justified continuing 
in sin when you read Ecclesiastes 7:20, saying 
“See, I told you everyone sins”. 

For there is not a just man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and sinneth not. 


Ecclesiastes 7:20 


But this passage was referring to those under 
the law of Moses. From Moses until Jesus 
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everyone was under a curse, the law of sin and 
death, a standard by which no man could be 
justified. 

But that no man is justified by the law in 


the sight of God 
Galatians 3:11a 


In contrast, everyone after Jesus has the 
opportunity to live a perfect and sinless life, 
justified by faith. Living perfect simply means 
walking in all the light and truth that you 
understand. Being obedient to everything that you 
know God wants you to do. In other words, simply 
doing what you know is right. God will not hold 
you accountable for anything that you do not 
know or understand. 


For until the law sin was in the world: but 
sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
Romans 5:13 
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hen you are seeking a mate, being in 

right standing with God, positions 

you to be in alignment with his will 
for your life. This allows God to give you the 
perfect mate that he has handcrafted and tailored 
made to fit you, and only you, perfectly! Let's take 
a look at the origins of marriage, it all started in 
Genesis. 


So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them. 

Gen 1:27 


The Perfect Wife 


You might be asking, “what does that verse 
have to do with marriage?”. Everything. Notice 
that God created male and female on the sixth 
day, he even spoke to them. But, he did not form 
Adam’s body out of the dust of the earth until the 
next chapter. When God “brought her unto the 
man” there was no ceremony that caused her to 
become his wife; and she wasn't his wife by 
default, simply because she was the only woman 
around. She was his wife because she was bone of 
his bone, and flesh of his flesh. 


And the rib, which the LorD God had taken 
from man, made he a woman, and brought 
her unto the man. And Adam said, This is 
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh: she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall 
aman leave his father and his mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be 
one flesh. 

Genesis 2:22-24 





God, being perfect and sinless, created Adam 
to be perfect. Adam, being perfect, caused Eve 
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who was bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh to 
also be perfect. Adam’s status of walking in 
unbroken, perfect fellowship with God, allowed 
the father to give Adam his mate. Not just any 
random female, but the mate that was a perfect fit 
for Adam. She was created from him, and 
designed to be the only one that would fit. 


The bone from which Eve was made is the only 
bone that will fit back into Adam perfectly. The 
wife ordained for another man will not be a 
perfect fit. The bone will be too long, too short, too 
fat, or too skinny. Think about it, there are no two 
men just alike. It’s kind of like an organ 
transplant. If the donor organ is not a perfect 
match, your body will reject it and you will die. In 
much the same way, joining yourself to the wrong 
mate leads to spiritual death. 


And said, For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. 

Matthew 19:5-6 
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When Adam and Eve sinned they lost their 
perfect sinless state of being, which means they 
were no longer aligned with the perfection of God. 
They were separated, divorced from the presence 
of God, no longer children of God, but of Satan. 


Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his. 
Romans 8:9b 


God, in His mercy, made a way for man to be 
reunited with himself. Jesus Christ, the second 
Adam, gave his life, redeeming man. He paid the 
price necessary to remove the curse of sin and 
death. When you repent of your sins and receive 
the gift of salvation, you are a new creature. 


Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 


This returns you to the spiritual status that 
Adam and Eve were in before they sinned, perfect 
right standing with God. Before she sinned, Eve 
was to the first Adam what we as the church are to 
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the second Adam. We as the church, the bride of 
Christ, are bone of Jesus’ bone and flesh of his 
flesh. 
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hen leaders wrongfully put a man 

and woman together; they not only 

hurt those two people and _ their 

children, but it also has a negative effect on the 

church as a whole. This misaligned family unit 

causes the body of Christ to suffer and be 

disjointed because the family unit is the building 

block of the church. The church can be no more or 
no less than what the family is. 

It is the leaders of the church, as outlined in 

Ephesians 4:11, that have perpetuated these lies. 

The apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 


The Body 


teachers have failed to feed the people of God the 
truth. 


My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge: 
Hosea 4:6a 


How can we expect those not in leadership to 
get it right, when the leaders are performing 
pagan ceremonies in the house of God? They are 
encouraging the sheep, for whom they are 
responsible, to obtain permission from a wicked 
government. Those calling themselves apostles, 
prophets, pastors, and the like, have taken it upon 
themselves to ‘pronounce’ two people to be man 
and wife without God having had appointed it? 
God did not authorize them to do that. These false 
teachings about marriage are just a few ways 
church leaders are feeding God’s sheep pagan 
worship. 

Instead of leading people to the altar to seek 
God for his appointment, they give futile 
premarital counseling on topics such as finance, 
communication, and roles in marriage. Preachers 
then march them down the aisle, read some pagan 
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vows, sign a Sstate-issued marriage license, and 
pronounce them man and wife. When shepherds 
do this, they are saying “this is whom God has 
appointed for you”. 

The danger of this is that when preachers 
give their approval as an instrument of God, by 
performing the pagan ceremony, signing the state- 
issued marriage license, and having the couple 
repeat vows, it sends the message to the couple 
that they have God's blessing on their union. This 
couple then feels like they are fulfilling the word 
of God, and walking in his will for their lives, 
regardless of whether they have their God- 
appointed mate or not. 

If a pastor marries the wrong woman who 
feels called to evangelistic work. The pull of this 
evangelistic anointing can cause conflicts that can 
never be resolved. Both parties have a burning 
desire to obey God. While she feels the need to go 
evangelize the world, her husband needs his help- 
meet at home with him to most effectively 
shepherd the flock in his care. She may go through 


life feeling unfulfilled in her calling while her 
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husband is frustrated that she is not a more 
effective helper to him. 


God indeed hates divorce, he said it himself. 
But that only applies to those couples that he has 
actually put together. If you have only been put 
together by a pagan ceremony, government 
license, and the empty pronouncement of a state 
agent, you are not married according to the Bible. 
What God hates is when people walk away from 
the plan, purpose, and provision that he has so 
carefully laid out for their lives. God hates when 
someone walks away from the mate that he has 
appointed for them because at that point they are 
not rejecting the mate, but God and his plan. But 
the dissolution of a civil union, foolish vows, often 
made in sin, that people refer to as marriage is not 
what God hates. Why would he, in his eyes they 
were never married in the first place? 

Collectively, from the least to the greatest, 
from the highest-ranking minister to the newborn 
baby Christian, everyone that is a part of the body 
of Christ suffers when the body is not assembled 
correctly. Many Christians become inwardly 
focused because of the debilitating pain in their 
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family lives. They are not able to reach out to a 
lost and dying world as they should. In this 
disjointed body of Christ, there are too few 
available to care for baby Christians. This is why it 
is sO important for all Christians to seek God and 
get their God-ordained mate. Most leaders are 
simply passing down to the congregation the same 
man-made doctrines and traditions that they 
inherited (lies). 

Once a child of God is entangled in this web, 
there is little hope of escape. There are a very few 
that will escape, and only a few of that very few 
that will be miraculously freed. Freedom from this 
entanglement is only possible when believers 
reach out to God through prayer and fasting. This 
positions them to be totally surrendered to God, 
so He can repair a situation that would otherwise 
be beyond repair. It doesn't matter what level you 
are on, it doesn't matter what your title or position 
is in the church. God said in his word, 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you: 

Matthew 7:7 
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Ask God for wisdom. Seek him in prayer and 
fasting. When you do, He will open the door of 
revelation to you. He will speak to your heart 
through dreams, visions, his written word, and 
prophesy. Then comes the hard part, obey what 
God has told you to do. Many times God is 
inviting us to come into a deeper place with him, 
but we fight against it because we are in bondage 
to the doctrines of man that we have inherited. 
We must lay aside every weight and sin (false 
teaching) that does so easily beset us. 
Unfortunately, many Christians will reject that 
invitation from the Lord. 

God desires to bless you, but satan's goal is to 
undermine God's will for your life. He is actively 
working to destroy the family unit by any means 
he can as a means to weaken the body of Christ. 
The family unit begins with getting your God- 
ordained mate. So, satan's first strategy is usually 
to put you with someone that he has picked out to 
keep you entangled. This not only blocks you from 
being united with your true rib but it also hinders 
you from walking in God's perfect will for your 
life. 
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But there is yet hope. If you will crucify your 
flesh and pursue God through prayer and fasting, 
presenting your body as a living sacrifice to Him, 
God will set you free and bring you into the 
promised land that he has prepared for you. 
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f you meet a person and start talking about 

God, you might ask them where they attend 

church to get a general idea of where they are 
spiritually. But when two preachers meet for the 
first time, one of the default questions they 
typically ask is “Who is your bishop?”, “Who is 
your apostle?”, or “Who are you _ under?”. 
Regardless of how it is worded, it means “Who is 
your spiritual covering?”. 

One might ask, “How can a man _ be 
spiritually covered?”. The truth is, it is contrary to 
the scriptures for any man or woman to be a 


Who is Your Covering? 


covering for another man. The word of God is 
clear that “The head of every man is Christ”. 
Because Jesus Christ is his head, Jesus IS his 
covering. It is wrong for a man to receive spiritual 
covering from another man. This is not my 
opinion, but the word of God. 


But I would have you know, that the head 
of every man is Christ; and the head of 
the woman is the man; and the head of 
Christ is God. Every man praying or 
prophesying, having his head covered, 
dishonoureth his head. Fora man 
indeed ought not to cover his head, 
forasmuch as he is the image and glory of 
God: 

1 Corinthians 11:3-4,7a 


This false teaching is widespread and far 
reaching in the church today. It also carries the 
connotation that you are not authorized to be a 
minister of the gospel if you are not under the 
leadership of another man, leading to the idea 
that a minister needs to be licensed. Paul was 
authorized by Jesus to preach the gospel. 
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A Woman's Covering 


I understand that many leaders are teaching 
that a rag, hat, or some other man-made device 
can be used as a covering for a woman's head. But 
what we need to understand is that no man-made 
garment can take the place of her God-ordained 
husband. 


But I would have you know, that the head 
of every man is Christ; and the head of 
the woman ts the man; and the head of 
Christ is God. 

1 Corinthians 11:3 


God is a God of order. The head of Christ is 
God. Jesus said, “I do nothing of myself”. 
Everything he said and did was to fulfill the will of 
the Father. In the same way, as a man's head is 
Christ, the man should only be speaking and 
doing what Christ has directed him. 


I have many things to say and to judge of 
you: but he that sent me is true; and I 
speak to the world those things 
which I have heard of him.... Ido 


nothing of myself; but as my Father 
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hath taught me, I speak these things. 
And he that sent me is with me: the Father 
hath not left me alone; for I do always 
those things that please him. 
John 8:26,28b,29 


A woman who is properly submitted to the 
headship of her God-ordained husband should be 
speaking as her husband's helpmeet. This 
submission to the order that God has set forth, is 
what causes her head to be covered, not the 
wearing of a rag or a hat. 

Just as Jesus did and spoke nothing of 
himself, but of the Father, man should speak and 
do nothing of himself, but only of Jesus. In the 
same way, a woman should speak and do nothing 
of herself, but only that which is of her husband. 
Just as a prophet is to be the mouthpiece of God, a 
woman can speak as the mouth piece of her 
husband (nothing of herself). As soon as she 
opens her mouth in a way that is not in alignment 
with her head (her God-ordained husband) she 
becomes uncovered, and an easy target for satan 
because her covering is her spiritual protection. 
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According to 1 Corinthians 11:5, it is a 
dishonor for a woman to pray or prophesy with 
her head uncovered. But, if she is properly 
submitted to her God-ordained mate, she is 
covered, therefore authorized by God to pray and 
prophesy. 

But every woman that prayeth or 
prophesieth with her head uncovered 
dishonoureth her head: 

1 Corinthians 11:5 


A woman properly submitted to her right 
mate is authorized by God to pray and prophesy. 
Because her husband is her head, that causes her 
to be covered when she prays and prophesies. If a 
woman is not married, no spirit-filled woman can 
ever be her covering. Only a spirit-filled man can 
act as a temporary covering for a woman until 
God joins her to her husband. 


Reason for Covering 


God doesn't make rules just to keep us from 
enjoying life, he has a reason for this order, and 
our best interest at heart. He says in 1 Corinthians 
chapter 11 verse 10: 
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For this cause ought the woman to have 
power on her head because of the angels. 


There is spiritual protection in the order that 
God has set forth. Satan does not have access to 
spoil the man's house without binding first the 
man ordained over that home. If a woman is not 
properly covered, she is giving the devil 
permission to spoil her and her household. 
°? Or else how can one enter into a strong 
man's house, and spoil his goods, except he 
first bind the strong man? and then he will 
spoil his house. 
Matthew 12:29 


Feminist Agenda 

Due to a lack of prayer and fasting among 
much of the church's leadership today, there is a 
severe deficit of spiritual fortitude to combat the 
forces of cultural influence. The women's 
liberation movement (predecessor to LGBTQ 
movement) has devastated the God-given identity 
of the wife and mother. Feminists fight against 
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creation roles, as a means to defy the God- 
ordained order. 


Spiritually weak leaders, void of understand 
and brainwashed by our culture, believe women 
should hold offices in the five-fold ministry. The 
trend today is to ordain women as apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and _ teachers 
(Ephesians 4:11). Women holding these offices is 
contrary to the Holy Word of God. The Bible has 
declared that a woman should not teach or usurp 
authority over a man. The Greek and English 


definitions of these words are virtually identical. 


Teach: to instruct; to inform; to communicate to 
another the knowledge of that of which he 
was before ignorant. 





Usurp : to seize and hold in possession by force 
or without right. 


Silence in the Church 
Brother Paul, in 1 Corinthians 14:34-35, the 


silence that he was referring to was that God 
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didn't want divisions between any head and his 


helpmeet. 


Let your women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto them 
to speak; but they are commanded to be 
under obedience as also saith the law. And 
if they will learn any thing, let them ask 
their husbands at home: for it is a shame 
for women to speak in the church. 
1 Corinthians 14:34-35 
Let's use a pastor for example. If there is 
something his wife doesn't understand or they do 
not agree on, that disagreement should be 
discussed and ironed out at home, not before the 
people. When any head or pastor stands before 
the people, his helpmeet should be in total 
agreement with what they have discussed at 
home. Because if they have a disagreement before 
the church, it could cause division. Some people in 
the church will take sides against the truth. This 
same principle applies to any couple that has been 


put together by God. 


120 


The Truth About Marriage 
Equal Status 
I know many of you are using Galatians 3:28 
to say that God wants women to have equal status 
with men. Many have taught this false doctrine, 
but that is not what this passage means, let's look 


at the context. 


For ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one 
in Christ Jesus. And tf ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
Galatians 3:26-29 
It simply means that anyone that has 
repented and been baptized is accepted by God; 
no one is excluded from becoming a child of God 
because of their gender, social status, or 
nationality. Just as Jesus came to fulfill the law 
and not to destroy it, God did not eliminate the 
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order of headship that he originally set in place. 
The man is still the head over the woman; that 


status has not changed according to scripture. 


If someone has been walking in error for a 
long time when the truth comes they often reject 
it. It seems strange and unfamiliar to them. But, 
Jesus Said: 

... Full well ye reject the commandment of 
God, that ye may keep your own tradition. 
Mark 7:9 


Paul also tells us that the time will come 


when people will not endure sound doctrine. 


For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears;And they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables. 


2 Timothy 4:3-4 
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Women in the Pulpit 

Women are supposed to teach. In the book 
of Titus, we see instructions as to what and who 
they should teach. 


The aged women likewise, that they be in 
behaviour as becometh holiness, not false 
accusers, not given to much wine, teachers 
of good things; That they may teach the 
young women to be sober, to love their 
husbands, to love their children, To be 
discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the 
word of God be not blasphemed. 

Titus 2:3-5 


In this passage, aged doesn't necessarily 
mean physically old. It just means that those 
women who have spiritually matured under the 
direction of their God-ordained husband, are to 
instruct the women who are younger in the Lord 
and therefore less matured. When a man has his 
right helpmeet, she does not hold his office, but 
she can assist and help him speak and teach. She 
is not limited to only addressing women and 
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children. In the book of Acts, we see Aquila and 
Priscilla ministering together. 


*4 And a certain Jew named Apollos, ...was 
instructed in the way of the Lord; and 
being fervent in the spirit, he spake and 
taught diligently the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptism of John. 7° And 
he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: 
whom when Aquila and Priscilla had 
heard, they took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of God more 
perfectly. 

Acts 18:24 a, 25 b, 26 


This doesn't give the woman license to hold 
one of the five-fold ministry offices. It is out of 
order for her to be running a revival or a church 
elsewhere even if her husband approves. Can a 
cloth cover a table if it is not in the same 
geographical location? A covering must be 
present. The Bible says that when God joins a 
husband and wife, the two shall become one flesh. 
She is to operate as a_ helpmeet, not 
independently. 
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Let me use a natural illustration to convey 
this principle. Sometimes in my home, a child will 
come to me and ask, “Can Sally help me with my 
chores?”. Yet, I have observed this child 
lollygagging and not working toward completion 
of their chores, so I respond, “Since you are not 
doing your chores, she cannot help you. If I said 
yes, Sally would be doing your chores for you.” 
Now I don't mind if my children help each other, 
but if Johnny is holding the office of 'bathroom 
cleaner’, it is fine for Sally to assist him, but it is 
not acceptable for her to do the job instead of him. 
A woman should help her husband carry out his 
office, but not do it in his stead. Let's take a look 
at the proper order once more. 

But I would have you know, that the head 
of every man ts Christ; and the head of the 
woman is the man; and the head of Christ 
is God. 
1 Corinthians 11:3 


God is the head of Jesus. Jesus is the head of 
the man. Man is the head of the woman. Jesus 
always operated under his spiritual covering; 


125 


Who is Your Covering? 


anywhere Jesus was, the father was there with 
him because God is omnipresent. Today, 
anywhere a man goes, Jesus is with him because 
Jesus is omnipresent. When a woman is operating 
in ministry, her spiritual covering must be in the 
same geographical location, because man is not 
omnipresent. Some women may argue that since 
they have Jesus, they can go anywhere. But when 
a woman steps outside of the order set by God, 
she is no longer covered by her head. 


But every woman that prayeth or 
prophesieth with her head uncovered 
dishonoureth her head: 

1 Corinthians 11:5 


Just aS a man cannot access father God 
except through Jesus, 


Jesus saith unto him, Iam the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. 

John 14:6 


the woman must be under the headship of her 
God-ordained husband to access God. 
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Complementary Anointing 


I have talked with many women that say that 
God called them to be an apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, pastor, or teacher. Some of them are 
married, some are divorced, some are widows, 
and others are single. I believe they are telling the 
truth because God deals with all of us right where 
we are. Meaning, wherever your level of 
understanding is, that is the point from which 
God begins teaching. And whether they know it or 
not, these women that say God has called them 
into these leadership’ positions are _ only 
responding to the office that their God-ordained 
husbands are called to. If a woman's real husband 
is an apostle then she, being bone of his bone and 
flesh of his flesh will be a part of her husband’s 
apostolic anointing, as his helpmeet, their 
anointings will complement one another. The 
same principle applies to a prophet, an evangelist, 
a pastor, a teacher, a deacon, etc. 


Out of Order 


Some married women pastors say “I may be 
the pastor and the head of the church, but at 
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home, my husband is the head of the house.” But I 
beg to differ, If the wife is the head and leader of 
the spiritual house which is the church, then 
certainly she rules as leader and head over the 
natural house where they dwell. So my question 
is, how can she be the head over the spiritual 
house and not over the natural house. The 
spiritual house is greater than the natural house. 
Again, either the scripture is our standard or 
it is not. We must respect the order and standards 
set forth by God for the church. God is the head of 
Christ and Christ is the head of man, man is the 
head of the woman. For a woman to teach or 
usurp authority over a man, which is her head and 
covering, is just aS wrong as a man trying to teach 
or usurp authority over Jesus. Just as satan got 
thrown out of heaven when he tried to usurp 
authority over God, so will you miss heaven if you 
try to be over (teach or usurp authority) your head 
(your God-ordained covering). It didn't work for 
satan, it won't work for man, and it won't work for 


woman. 
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For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church: 
and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore 
as the church is subject unto Christ, so let 
the wives be to their own husbands in 
every thing. 
Ephesians 5:23-24 


God set in place an order. Let me give you a 
natural illustration from elementary school. Man 
is kind of like the line leader in a class. When the 
teacher says, “It's time to go to lunch.”, the line 
leader and the students behind him are all going 
to the same place at the same time for the same 
purpose. He just happens to be in front; that is 
where God placed him. If the woman will line up 
behind her God-ordained husband, she can help 
him on his mission to get to the cafeteria. They are 
co-laborers, she is setting the example for the 
children to follow. If she walks beside him or 
doesn't keep pace, the order is lost. Everyone will 
be walking however and where ever they want, 
some of them may not make it to the lunchroom 
at all, some may arrive at the wrong time. Walking 
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in God's timing and leadership means being in 
submission to the headship placed over you. 


The man's role is to lead, not force into 
subjection by violence. The wife's role is to respect 
and submit to the leadership that God has placed 
over her. As heirs together she is to support and 
assist her husband in carrying out the orders that 
he has received from the Lord. 


Nevertheless let every one of you in 
particular so love his wife even as himself; 
and the wife see that she reverence her 
husband. 

Ephesians 5:33 


Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
according to knowledge, giving honour 
unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, 
and as being heirs together of the grace of 
life; that your prayers be not hindered. 
1 Peter 3:7 


Satan's agenda hasn't changed, he always 
wants to reverse God's plan. God wanted Eve to be 
a help to her husband, but instead, she stepped 
out in front of him. God had set Adam as the head 
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and leader, but it was Eve's disobedience in the 
garden that carried out satan's plan to reverse the 
order of God's intended roles for man and woman. 
Today Satan is using the women's liberation 
movement as an instrument to infect the church 
with the same anti-God role reversals. Satan is 
causing godly women to not only have a warped 
view of their God-ordained creation role but also 
to vilify and resist any leadership with which they 
do not agree. 

This movement that claims to declare 
freedom from the oppression of men, in reality, 
brings women into the bondage of satan's plan. 
His aim is to rob women of the joy of fulfilling 
their God-ordained creation roles and crush them 
under the weight of trying to be in the headship 
role, both in the home and in the church. Satan 
uses examples of abusive men as to why women 
should not be submissive to the leadership that 
God has placed over them. But, you cannot 
compare the abuses of ungodly men to the loving, 
honorable, and gracious leadership of God-fearing 
men. 
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There were many great women God used 
throughout the Bible, but none of them held the 
office of a priest, pastor, deacon, or bishop. Yes, 
Deborah was a judge, but not a priest. Esther was 
instrumental in saving God's people from 
annihilation, but she did not hold the office of a 
priest. Mary Magdalene carried Jesus' message to 
his disciples; the daughters of Philip prophesied. 
Priscilla, the wife of Aquila, was a helper to Paul. 
But, God did not ordain these women to be elders 
or priests. 

God is not bound to our finite way of looking 
at things. There have been times that he had 
people do some things that may seem pretty 
strange from our perspective. God had Hosea 
marry a prostitute, but that doesn't mean 
everyone should marry a prostitute. He told 
Isaiah to walk around naked. Does that mean we 
should do the same? Elijah was told by God to eat 
the last of the widow's food. Should we then be in 
the habit of taking a widow's last morsel of food? 

When Jesus had risen from the grave he told 
Mary Magdalene to go and tell his disciples that 
he had risen. He was God he could do that. Jesus 

132 


The Truth About Marriage 


telling her to testify does not give her a license to 
hold the office of an evangelist or other headship 
role. 

In spite of satan trying to reverse God's 
creation roles, when Jesus was here on the earth 
he appointed twelve men to be his disciples. In the 
Scriptures, there are very clear instructions as to 
who is and who is not qualified to hold a 
leadership position. 


° A bishop then must be blameless, the 
husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of 
good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to 
teach; ? Not given to wine, no striker, not 
greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a 
brawler, not covetous; ¢ One that ruleth 
well his own house, having his children in 
subjection with all gravity; ° (For if aman 
know not how to rule his own house, how 
shall he take care of the church of God?) 

1 Timothy 3:2-5 


” Let the deacons be the husbands of one 
wife, ruling their children and their own 
houses well. 

1 Timothy 3:12 
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° If any be blameless, the husband of one 
wife, having faithful children not accused 
of riot or unruly. ” For a bishop must be 
blameless, as the steward of God; not 
selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to 
wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; 

Titus 1:6-7 


You might be tired of hearing me say this, 
but it bears repeating. Either the Bible is our 
ONLY standard for faith and practice or it is not. 
In God's word, the instruction manual he has 
given us to live by, there is no female priest, no 
female pastor, no female apostles. There is no 
such thing as a “deaconess” anywhere in the word 
of God. We cannot expect God to get in line with 
our cultural norms. He expects us to align 
ourselves in accordance with his word. 


Out of Order in the Workplace 


There is a myth in today's culture that claims 
you can “leave your home life at home” and “not 
bring your work home with you” but, it's not true. 
All of us have seen how a co-worker going through 
a divorce, or losing a loved one can affect their 
work performance. Your private time will show 
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up in your public time. It is highly discouraged by 
employers, but the reality of the matter is that the 
events of your life, say a car break down, kids 
having problems in school, or financial difficulties 
will be brought into the workplace. 

Likewise, issues at work like problems with a 
coworker, unfair treatment by a supervisor, 
difficult workloads, the threat of layoffs, problems 
with workman's compensation are just a few of 
the work related issues that may be brought home. 
As a little boy, I remember at the breakfast and 
dinner table hearing my dad discussing with my 
mother problems he had encountered on the job. 

This may seem a little off topic, but I needed 
to make this point so that you could understand 
how the workplace can affect your home life. If 
you are a man who believes that God has set you 
as the head over the woman both in the home and 
in the church, I want to pose the question “Should 
you work under and be supervised by a woman in 
the workplace? Submitted to a woman forty hours 
per week?”. 

This can be dangerous. As a man submits to 
his female employer to keep his job. This 
submissive spirit may cause him to submit to his 
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wife to keep peace in the home; pushing both of 
them out of their God-ordained creation roles. 
This role reversal that started in the marketplace 
then begins to infect the home. This sets a 
damaging example for the children; teaching boys 
to submit to women and girls to move away from 
their creation roles and rule over men. The Bible 
is redundant that a man must rule his home, and 
have his children in submission. 


4 One that ruleth well his own house, 
having his children in subjection with all 
gravity; ° (For if a man know not how to 

rule his own house, how shall he take care 
of the church of God? 
1 Timothy 3:4-5 


If you are not ruling your house well, having your 
children in subjection, you are not qualified to 
serve as a church leader. 

The same spiritual principles apply to a 
woman ruling over and controlling men in the 
workplace for forty hours every week. If she is 
ordering men around at work, when she comes 
home, she will have difficulty submitting to her 
husband. She will tend to play the leadership role 
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at home. The influence of this authoritative spirit 
will cause her to be out of God's ordained order. 


The boundary between home and work is an 
illusion. We cannot allow money, prestige, or 
power to dictate our lives at the expense of the 
order ordained by God. We must not allow a job to 
reverse the creation roles that govern the family 
and therefore the church. 


For what is a man profited, tf he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul? 
Matthew 16:26 


Are you willing to exchange a job for the order 
that God has set forth? 
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some Thirty, Some Sixty, 
Some an Hundredfold 


here is a parable in Mark chapter 4. It 

describes a sower who went forth to sow 

seeds. The seeds that fell by the wayside, 
on stony ground, and among thorns did not yield 
fruit. Let's look at what Jesus said about the seeds 
that fell on good ground. 

And other fell on good ground, and did 
yield fruit that sprang up and increased; 
and brought forth, some thirty, and some 

sixty, and some an hundred. 
Mark 4:8 


Some Thirty, Some Sixty, Some an Hundredfold 


Notice that among the same type of seed on 
the same type of ground, there was a variation as 
to the amount of fruit that they yielded. Later 
when Jesus was with his closest followers they 
asked him about the meaning of this parable. He 
clarified the heavenly meaning of this earthly 
story. 

The sower soweth the word. 
Mark 4:14 


The ones that “fell on the good ground” are 
instances where the word was sown into receptive 
hearts that repented and remained followers of 
Christ. God is looking for your best and nothing 
less. God expects a 30 fold Christian to bring forth 
100% of that 30 fold seed, likewise, this 60 fold 
Christian to yield nothing less than 100% of that 
60 fold seed. He also expects the 100 fold 
Christian to bring forth a 100% fold from that 100 
fold seed. 

An example would be a 60 fold prophet 
marrying a 100 fold woman that feels God has 
placed an apostolic ministry in her life. Again this 
wrong arrangement that the two ministries bring 
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to the table leads to spiritual destruction. In fact, 
throughout history, we can clearly see, man has 
always suffered when he, apart from God decides 
what is wrong and right. Leaning on our own 
understanding causes God’s plan and creation 
roles to be aborted. 


At one time or another we have all witnessed 
a husband and wife that are unequally yoked, 
meaning the wife’s IQ and understanding is much 
higher than her husband’s, it is to the extent that 
if she doesn’t take the leadership role which 
belongs to the man, everything will fall apart. It is 
clear that the family would suffer and not survive 
financially if she didn't run the show. This is an 
example of a rib that does not fit. 

Walking in a headship position creates a 
tremendous strain on the wife; she was not 
designed to fulfill this role. At the same time, since 
the husband is unable to fulfill his God-ordained 
role as head of the family he will die spiritually. 
On the other hand, she would die spiritually if she 
tried to come under him as her head. 


If each of them will pray and seek God for 
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their God-ordained mate, the rib that truly fits, 
they would not have to die spiritually. The man 
would naturally be over his God-ordained mate. 
The woman would be relieved of the burden of 
having to “run the show” and would fit 
comfortably under the leadership of her God- 
ordained husband. 

God will not put more on you than you can 
bear. He is not expecting a 30 fold Christian to 
yield what a 60 fold Christian will bring forth. 
Neither is God expecting a 60 fold Christian to 
yield what a 100 fold Christian will bring forth. 
God expects a 100 fold Christian to produce 
nothing less than 100 fold. The talents that are in 
a man's life; have been given to him by God as 
stated in Matthew 25:15. God has placed them in 
his life according to the several ability he wants 
him to have. Therefore whatever fruit a righteous 
man produces, it can only be the amount ordained 
by God. Whether he is a 30, 60, or 100 fold 
Christian, that is what his God-given mate will be. 
She cannot be more or less than what he is. 

When leaders are not committed to teaching 
by example, the importance of consistent prayer 
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and fasting the sheep cannot help but become 
carnally minded and fall away. This lack of 
leadership causes the body of Christ to fall into 
traditions, doctrines, and commandments of men. 


This people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouth, and honoureth me with their 
lips; but their heart is far from me. 

Matthew 15:8 
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efore I address the statements written by 

the apostle Paul, I want to say that I 

understand that whatever we say or do 
must be found in the word of God. Because the 
word of God is the Christian’s instruction manual 
for life. Each one of us is growing and learning 
more about God every day. If you have been saved 
for any length of time, there are probably things 
that you used to do that as you grew in Christ, you 
stopped doing. You may have had some 
misconceptions about God, that were corrected 
either by hearing anointed teaching, reading the 
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Bible, or spending time with God. We can look 
back on that first generation of Christians and say 
what they coulda, shoulda, woulda, done. 
Hindsight is 20/20. Walking by the Spirit of God 
was something new, they did not have the written 
New Testament nor the examples of all the 
generations that came after them to glean wisdom 
from as we do. 

There were a few things that my dear 
brother, the apostle Paul, wrote that he was not 
sure about. He was very honest in these matters 
and clearly stated that he was giving his opinion 
and not a commandment from God. J am not the 
one saying it is only his opinion, he said it was 
only his opinion. 

This is something all of us do at one time or 
another, we give our opinion, based on our 
current level of understanding. Sometimes we are 
right and sometimes we are wrong. Wrong or 
right, he did not sin; for it to be a sin, Brother Paul 
would have had to say it was God speaking. And 
for that reason, I have the utmost respect for his 
honesty; for saying it is him speaking and not the 
Lord. 
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° But I speak this by permission, and 
not of commandment. ’ For I would 
that all men were even as I myself. But 
every man hath his proper gift of God, one 
after this manner, and another after that. 
8T say therefore to the unmarried and 
widows, it is good for them if they abide 
even as I. ° But if they cannot contain, let 
them marry: for it is better to marry than 
to burn. 
1 Corinthians 7:6-9 


In this passage, Brother Paul clearly said that 
he was the one speaking and NOT the Lord. This 
simply means these statements he made here are 
not the word of God. In fact, verse 7 contradicts 
God's word. Paul said he thought it would be good 
for everyone to remain unmarried, however, God 
said “It is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 
2:18). Again, there is nothing wrong with Brother 
Paul giving his opinion. 

In contrast, Brother Paul specified that 
verses 10-11 ARE a command from the Lord. 
These statements can be supported by other 
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scriptures such as Matthew 5:32, where Jesus 
himself addresses divorce. 


?°?And unto the married I command, yet 
not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife 
depart from her husband: “But and tf she 
depart, let her remain unmarried or be 
reconciled to her husband: and let not the 
husband put away his wife. 

1 Corinthians 7:10-11 


Then, in verses 12-16 Paul again specifically 
prefaces his instructions by saying “this is me 
talking, NOT God”. 

12But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If 

any brother hath a wife that believeth not, 
and she be pleased to dwell with him, let 

him not put her away. 13And the woman 

which hath an husband that believeth not, 

and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let 
her not leave him. “For the unbelieving 

husband is sanctified by the wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the 

husband: else were your children unclean; 

but now are they holy. “But if the 
unbelieving depart, let him depart. A 
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brother or a sister is not under bondage in 
such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 

*°For what knowest thou, O wife, whether 

thou shalt save thy husband? or how 
knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt 
save thy wife? 
1 Corinthians 7:12-16 


I believe Paul had good intentions when he 
gave his opinion, but these instructions are 
contrary to the scriptures. God's word never 
contradicts itself, however we can clearly see that 
Paul's opinion is not in alignment with Amos 3:3 
or 2 Corinthians 6:14. A man can contradict 
himself, but God cannot. 


Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed? 
AMOS 3:3 


Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with 
darkness? 

2 Corinthians 6:14 
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When Opinions Become Dangerous 


I bring this to your attention because using 
opinions as the word of God can be harmful. Let 
me give you an example. I have posed this 
question to many, many people, but I always get 
the same answer. “Are all marriages made in 
heaven?” The answer is always “NO, of course 
not”. If you don't have your God-ordained mate, 
you have one that the devil has chosen for you. 
What does the devil come for? 


The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and 
to kill, and to destroy: 
John 10:10a 

Let's say a woman gets saved and the man 
she is married bound to by a civil union is abusive. 
Often the abuse will worsen because of spiritual 
wartare. If she were to seek godly counsel, the 
default answer from church leaders would 
typically be: 


And the woman which hath an husband 
that believeth not, and if he be pleased to 
dwell with her, let her not leave him. For 
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the unbelieving husband is sanctified by 

the wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
sanctified by the husband 
1 Corinthians 7:13 b- 14a 

I am sure he is pleased to dwell with her. He 
is on assignment from satan to destroy her. She is 
sleeping with the enemy. Whether he kills her 
physically or spiritually, satan wins. Then if she 
does survive, and her husband civil union partner 
never gets saved, she feels like it is her fault, 
because the passage implies that her husband civil 
union partner would get saved because of her 
witness. You can tell someone about Jesus and 
conduct yourself in a godly manner, but you 
cannot make someone get saved. 

A leader using Paul’s statements and calling 
them God’s word, to counsel a Christian and a 
non-believer is wrong. Leaders use these verses 
inaccurately, telling a saint that they must stay 


with a sinner. But, what does the Word say? 
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be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath light with darkness. 
2 Corinthians 6:14 


Now, I am not saying that they should be told 
to separate or divorce. But, they are entitled to 
know the truth. Those that claim to be well versed 
in the scriptures need to step up to the plate and 
proclaim the truth instead of repeating doctrines 
and opinions that have been passed down to 
them. 


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. 

2 Timothy 2:15 


Just like you don't find your God-ordained 
mate by using a compatibility formula, you cannot 
apply principles of carnal counseling to this 
situation. The only way for this mess to truly be 
resolved is by leading this brother or sister in 
Christ through a season of fasting and prayer. We 
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must seek God's direction for how to proceed. The 
situation may look quite bleak in the natural, but 
His ways are higher than our ways. When we 
allow God to work it out, it is worked out better 
than anything we can contrive. 
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ach of us is born in sin and shapen in 

iniquity (Psalm 51:5), yet God has a 

marvelous plan laid out for each one of 
our lives. Some have testimonies of being 
gloriously delivered from drugs and _ alcohol. 
Others got saved at a young age, maybe they 
backslid and later rededicated their life to God. 
Whatever path God has taken us, there are 
experiences both good and bad that have shaped 
and molded us into the person we are today. Some 
people may look at my life story and say that I am 
the biggest failure EVER when it comes to 
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marriage and I have no business giving counsel to 
anyone on this topic. But on the contrary, in the 
relationships I have walked through I have gained 
experience in different facets of family life that 
cause me to be uniquely qualified. God has 
personally taken me through a marriage intensive 
curriculum in the School of Kneeology. Each 
relationship was a kind of learning station. When 
you take a class and do not learn the material, you 
have to repeat the class. But, as I learned new 
material, and passed the tests God gave me, he 
promoted me to the next level. 

I feel like Paul when he said “I know how to 
be abased and I know how to abound”. I know the 
isolation of being single, the joys and sorrows of 
married life, and the pain and shame of being 
divorced. I know what it is to be a single parent, I 
know what it is like to battle through custody 
proceedings and have my children awarded to the 
other parent. I have experienced the struggle of 
navigating a blended family. I know what it is like 
to leave a happy marriage, to be left, and to leave a 
bad relationship. It has been quite a rocky road, 
but my hope in sharing my testimony is that you 
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will be able to draw strength and be encouraged 
that you too can make it through. 


Learning Station #1 


My high-school sweetheart and I dated for 
about two years before we both became 
Christians. Being mediocre Christians for the next 
year and a half, we went to church three times a 
week and twice on Sundays; but we still 
fornicated. According to the preachers we looked 
up to, the solution was simple, “Get married.”. Of 
course, by ‘married’ they meant for us to get a 
government license, participate in a pagan 
ceremony, and exchange rings and vows. So as 
young Christians, we did just what our spiritual 
leaders told us to. We were very happy together 
and had three beautiful children. A large portion 
of our lives was consumed with attending revivals 
along with our regularly scheduled church 
services about four times per week. 

After five years of my wife and I being very 
happily married, another Christian brother and I 
started really reaching out to God through prayer 
and fasting. God began to open our understanding 
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in the area of marriage. We began to see clearly 
that according to the Bible, God’s plan for 
marriage was totally different from the pagan, 
man-made, ceremonial way that we had accepted 
from our pastor. At first, the pagan way of 
marriage had seemed so right to us. We saw other 
Christians doing it, saw it in the media, and were 
told to do it by church leaders. The main point 
that God made clear to us was that He has to be 
the one to put a man and woman together as 
husband and wife. 

For about two years, this other brother and I 
struggled with this new revelation about marriage. 
It also became clear to my wife, at which time we 
both started feeling guilty anytime we were 
intimate. It got to a point that I knew I could not 
continue to profess Christianity and at the same 
time, live as husband and wife with this woman to 
whom God had not joined me. 

During this time, I became angry with God 
for introducing me, my wife and the other 
preacher, and his wife to the truth about marriage. 
I questioned God “Why did you single us four out 
and nobody else?” I became so angry about the 
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prospect of breaking up my happy family. After 
all, I had done precisely what the preacher told me 
to do. He told us “If you are married (with a man- 
made license) then you are not fornicating and 
living in sin.”. But only six years later I came to 
find out what I had been taught for so many years 
by all the mainstream church leaders as well as 
my pastor, was wrong. To be honest, I became 
bitter toward God, charging him foolishly for 
bringing us this revelation knowledge that made 
us feel so guilty and condemned for doing what we 
thought was right. 

What was more disturbing, was that in my 
quest to find someone, anyone, who understood 
marriage the way God had revealed it to me; I 
found none. I sought out apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers. I couldn't 
understand how pastors of these megachurches 
seemed to be leading so many, yet did not 
understand something as fundamental as 
matriage. 

None of these circumstances justify my 
actions, I merely explain these conditions so that 
you might be able to understand my level of 
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frustration. At this point, contemplating the pain 
of my happy marriage of six years and my three 
children being ripped away from me, my 
frustration level festered to a boiling point. I 
didn’t care whether I lived or died; I allowed Satan 
to influence me to behave in a very stupid way. 

I walked outside and looked up towards 
heaven and I directed every evil and profane word 
I could think of toward God. The weight of this 
revelation knowledge had crushed me to the 
extent that I told God that I was not going to leave 
my wife and three kids under any circumstances. 
But, that didn’t seem to phase God a bit. Then, I 
clearly heard God speak to me; he told me that for 
21 days and nights, he was going to allow demons 
to torment me. During that time, demons troubled 
me day and night insomuch that I thought I might 
lose my mind. 

When I awoke and saw daylight peeking 
through my curtains on that 22nd day, a 
tremendous sense of relief washed over me. The 
relentless torment of the past 21 days had 
crumbled my resolve. I knew that I was powerless 
to stand against God. I relinquished my stand 
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with a fresh determination that I would obey God, 
whatever the cost. Humbled under his mighty 
hand, I was relieved to surrender completely to 
the will of God. 


After this last visitation from God, I realized 
that God was not playing with me. I began to say 
yes to what he had been telling me to do for the 
previous two years. God had been telling me that 
the preacher with whom I was working in ministry 
was married to the woman that God wanted to be 
my wife. Also, the woman I had been living with 
as husband and wife for the past six years was 
supposed to be married to my preacher friend. 
Seeing that I was fighting a losing battle with God, 
I decided to obey him. I want you to understand 
that I can sympathize with those of you that feel 
torn between your devotion to your family, and 
the truth that God is revealing to you. It felt 
devastating at the time. However, as I look back 
over the past 35 years, it is clear that God was not 
trying to punish me. He wanted to give me his 
best. 

I met with my preacher friend. I told him “I 
know this seems crazy, but what I understand God 
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to be saying is that my wife is your wife and your 
wife is my wife.” His reply was that God had 
already told him the same thing a few months 
earlier, but he was afraid to tell me. We decided 
that we needed to have another meeting that 
would include our wives. 

The next time we met, the preacher and I 
shared with our wives everything that we 
discussed in the first meeting. After the second 
meeting, the four of us spent many hours 
discussing and praying about what we should do. 
We were all in agreement about getting divorced. 
We believed God wanted the children to stay with 
the fathers, and the moms would not have to pay 
child support. There would be no limitation on 
how regular the mothers could visit their children. 
I had three children and my preacher friend had 
four. We told our wives that we did not want it to 
be any pressure on them concerning the children. 
We were only expressing what God had put in our 
hearts. And if there was any reason the mothers 
felt differently, then we were willing to respect 
their feelings, meaning that we would not fight 
with them keeping the children. 
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In complete agreement, we all got divorced. I 
then married my preacher friend's ex-wife and he 
married my ex-wife. After we got married (man's 
way - with a state license, and pagan ceremony) 
we told our friends and family. Everybody seemed 
shocked that two preachers working together in 
the gospel could divorce their wives and marry 
each other's ex-wives. They refused to accept that 
we were married, they said we “swapped wives”. 
We received much criticism from our friends, 
family, and other Christians. Everyone I shared 
my marriage experience with, acted like we had 
committed blasphemy against God. I shared my 
testimony with apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors, and teachers. All of them said I had taken 
on a false belief and that the first woman I had 
been married to would always be my wife. Some 
would even ignore me, but none of them could 





show me from the Bible where I was wrong. 

The fact that none could show me my error 
in the Holy Scriptures, gave me hope because I 
clearly understood that they did not understand 
or chose not to understand that the mainstream 
way of looking at marriage was of pagan origin. 
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Whereas the way that God showed me to go about 
finding one's God-ordained mate is _ firmly 
grounded in the Bible. 

If you have picked someone on your own and 
were put together by a preacher, that person may 
not be your husband or wife in the eyes of God. 
God must direct you to your mate. A marriage 
license does not create a God-ordained union and 
it cannot sanctify fornication. 


Learning Station #2 


In 1985 I got married (with a marriage 
license and a pagan ceremony) to my second wife. 
We were married for four and a half years, during 
which time we had two children. This marriage 
was a season of torment for me. The routine went 
like this: every three or four days my wife would 
start a fight. No matter how smoothly things were 
going, or how hard I tried to make her happy; she 
would always find something to fight about. 

Whenever we were talking, no matter how 
nice I tried to talk, if during the conversation 
something was said that she did not like or agree 
with, she would become angry. Many times, she 
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would begin hitting me with her fist, usually about 
four times. She always directed her licks toward 
my face or head. This happened repeatedly, yet I 
did not respond with physical or verbal violence. 

On one occasion, after we had argued, she 
was angry. She waited until I had left the house, 
then she gathered all my family photographs. 
These were pictures that were precious to me of 
my children, my siblings, and my parents, that 
had been taken before her and I got married. She 
drove about a half-mile from our house and put 
my family photos in the garbage dump. 

I was completely unaware of what she had 
done, But God must have wanted me to get my 
pictures back. Because for some reason, I felt led 
to go back to the house. When I arrived home, I 
saw some trash bags and decided to take them to 
the dump. Imagine my surprise, as I peered into 
the dumpster, seeing my family photos scattered 
on top of the rubbish. I gathered my pictures out 
of the dumpster and returned home to confront 
my wife. 

She claimed that she felt justified in her 
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actions because of the way I had 'treated’ her. At 
this point, we had been married for about two 
years. Though she had assaulted me on several 
occasions, I had never responded to her ongoing 
abuse toward me with violence or name calling. 
But I felt that she thought she was stronger than 
me, being almost twice my size. 

I decided that I needed to show her that I 
was stronger than she was. So I took off my belt 
and gave her about twelve lashes. It was a little 
challenging because I had to restrain her while I 
was whipping her. Looking back, I realize that I 
went about it the wrong way. The right way would 
have been to maintain the same defensive posture 
that I had been in for the previous two years. Now, 
wait just a minute !!! All of you judgmental 
hypocrites, don't judge me, you are not my God. 
Let he that is without sin cast the first stone. 

The strife in our home _ was_ almost 
unbearable. On one occasion, I was consecrating 
myself. I had set aside this time to fast and pray 
and spend time with God. My wife was well aware 
that during a consecration, I typically stay at 
home to give God my full attention. I was laying in 
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our bed when she started an argument. She told 
me that I needed to take her shopping and buy her 
$300 worth of clothes. The conversation escalated 
to the point that satan told me to get up, knock 
her down, kick her, and beat her up, to the point 
that she would end up in ICU. But, I thank God 
that he gave me enough strength, amid my anger, 
not to listen to the devil. Instead of obeying the 
devil, I got up, walked out of the house, and 
prayed. A few months later, we stopped by the 
house of one of my cousins. 

They were grilling hot dogs and hamburgers 
for their out of town guests. We had not been 
invited. My wife got out of the car and started 
getting the grilled items. Then, I said very nicely 
with a low voice, we have not been invited, so let's 
not eat their food. Let's go home and eat. I said it 
with a low voice because I didn't want my cousins 
to hear me. I felt like if my cousins heard what I 
was Saying to my wife, they would say “It's alright, 
get y'all some food.” But in their hearts, they 
would not want us getting any. After all, I only 
lived four blocks away and they had not invited 
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me. She didn't seem to get upset during the 
conversation, nor did she hit me after we left. 


After we returned home, I started working on 
a project. While I was working, my wife walked up 
behind me and hit me with her fist on the side of 
my face. I jumped up and said, “That's IT! ! I am 
taking you back to your Mama's house.” At this 
point, we had a two-and-a-half-year-old boy and 
she was about four months pregnant with our 
daughter. I did not want to be separated from my 
children; it really hurt me to tell her I was taking 
her back to her mother's house. 

At first, she said she was not going anywhere. 
Then she threatened me with the police if I tried 
to make her leave. For the next three days, I didn't 
argue with her. Once each day, I would tell her 
calmly that I was taking her back to her Mama's 
house. During those three days, I sincerely prayed 
and I felt a release from God to take her to her 
mother's house. Early on the morning of the 
fourth day, she told me that she didn't want to 
leave; she asked if she could stay and work things 
out. My reply was no. She then said that she 
realized that she was at fault in most of our fights. 
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She further said that there was a demon 
controlling her; making her do things and say 
things and treat me the way she did. My answer 
was still no. She packed her clothes and loaded 
them into the car. As I pulled off from our home, I 
broke down and cried uncontrollably for about 
five minutes. After all was said and done, I was 
really hurt. 


After we got divorced, some of the same 
people who criticized me during my first divorce, 
criticized me again saying, “See, you split up. That 
proves that it wasn't God. If God had told you to 
get married, the two of you would still be 
together.” These critics failed to understand what 
marriage really is, and what divorce really is. 
Marriage is spiritual; God has to be the one to join 
you together. In the same way, divorce is also 
spiritual; it is sin (Separation from God) that 
separates you from your spouse. When either 
party has been separated from God by sin, the 
marriage is broken. A court ruling and divorce 
papers are not what release you from the bonds of 
marriage. The word of God tells us that two 
cannot walk together except they agree. If your 
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spouse is not in fellowship with God, they can not 
be a party to a God-ordained marriage. However, 
you are not free to leave, just because you feel that 
your spouse has done wrong. If God has put you 
together, you are not free to leave until he releases 
you. Many believe that adultery is the only biblical 
grounds for divorce; but, no matter what the other 
party has done, you are not truly released until 
God releases you. 

Adam and Eve had a God-made marriage. 
But, once Eve sinned by disobeying God, she was 
separated from God, no longer in fellowship with 
Him. At that moment, Adam and Eve became 
divorced in the eyes of God because Adam was in 
fellowship with God (he had not yet sinned) and 
Eve was not. 


And the Lord God said, It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will make him 
an help meet for him. 

Genesis 2:18 


When Eve sinned Adam was alone again. 
This was such a painful reality to me. I found 
being alone was so awful. At times, I would be 
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eating alone in a restaurant, seeing a happy 
couple, even if they were having problems, It 
seemed better than being alone. As I was 
Traveling, I desired to have a companion, 
someone to make conversation or help drive. But 
the worst was when my kids were gone with their 
mother; coming home to an empty house, not 
even having someone to say goodnight to. That 
loneliness, sometimes influenced me to jump the 
gun and get into relationships without having 
enough confirmation that it was God's will for me. 


The Single Years 


During the times that I was not married, I 
wasn't going out on blind dates or ‘shopping 
around’ for my next wife. There were a few women 
that were interested in me, but I explained to each 
of them that it would be wrong for me to mistreat 
them by pursuing the relationship. I understood 
that down the stretch it was not going to work out 
because God had not directed me to be with them. 
From my perspective, since it didn't work out with 
the ones I thought God had directed me to, there 
was no way a relationship could work that was 
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not directed by God. Just as I had had dreams 
directing me to some relationships, there were 
some other dreams that God gave me over the 
years to warn me away from certain relationships 

After my second marriage, I was single for 
about three and a half years. Then, I met another 
young lady to whom I felt a very strong 
connection; I would have to say that it was more 
wishful thinking than direction from God. We had 
been talking for about seven months; we did not 
fornicate. One day, we had an argument and kind 
of broke off for a few days. When I went to make 
amends, her heart was turned from me, toward 
another preacher. That really disturbed me. Then, 
I had a dream that I had 'dropped the ball’. The 
realization that I had failed this particular test was 
very distressing to me. It was so painful to watch 
this relationship slipping through my fingers like 
sand, after having been alone for over three years. 


I was distraught to the point that I did 
something very foolish. I mean stupid beyond 


stupid. I attempted to sexually assault her. I did 
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not carry it out, but my idiotic behavior caused me 
to be in jail for about 29 days. After that, I had to 
go to counseling and was on probation for two 
years. I also wrote her a letter of apology as part of 
my sentencing. I'm not proud of what I did; it was 
really stupid. I overreacted because I saw where I 
had really missed God. I felt like if I would 
approach her in that manner, her heart would be 
turned back toward me. That was just a dumb idea 


from satan. 


I crossed paths with her about five years 
later; we sat down and had a conversation. I 
explained the motive behind my behavior and 
apologized again. She seemed to be receptive to 


my apology. We parted on peaceful terms. 


Learning Station #3 


When I met the woman that would become 
my third wife, we talked for about three months. I 
was praying diligently about whether she was my 
God-ordained wife or not. One night, I was 
praying sincerely before I fell off to sleep “God is 
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this the one you want me to be with?”. I laid down 
and God gave me a dream. He showed me a field 
of different fruits and vegetables, they were all 
fully ripe and ready to be picked. I took that as a 
sign that God was saying the harvest is ripe but 
the laborers are few; I felt like God was saying yes. 
Looking back now, yes I did have a dream to go 
on, but as I have walked down this road, I realize 
that waiting on more than one or_ two 
confirmations of the will of God is wise. We were 
together for about three years and had one child. 
But unfortunately, we were moving in different 
directions. I wanted to lean and depend on God to 
meet our needs whereas she wanted to lean and 
depend on government assistance. Many times, 
we would have a disagreement and she would 
leave our home, returning to the government 
project that she kept as a 'back-up'. A few days 
later she would call me, wanting to come back 
home. She left and came back about fifteen times. 
She wanted me to live with her in the government 
project, receiving all of the amenities that go along 
with that type of assistance. But, I felt strongly 
that God wanted us to live in another place and 
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not depend on the government for support. Our 
relationship came to an end when she filed for 
divorce. I am not putting her down, that is just 
how it unfolded. 


Transition 


At this point, I did understand that God had 
to join you together, but I felt like even with God 
joining you together, it was still okay to have a 
man-made license, a ceremony, and a ring. But, 
before my next relationship, God began to deal 
with me about how he did not want me to get a 
license. He wanted me to stand on only what he 
had done. “What God hath joined together let no 
man set asunder”. He told me I could no longer be 
involved in a pagan license and ceremony but, I 
was weak. I argued with God, “Oh God, How can I 
go out and preach the gospel and be with a woman 
without a marriage license? The other church 
leaders and Christians will say that I am 
fornicating and living in sin!”. 

God had made clear to me that he didn't 
want me to be married using a government license 
and a pagan ceremony, but I didn't have enough 
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strength to walk into it. Keep in mind, that I did 
not have any mentors on this journey to 
encourage me; I did not know anyone who had 
walked this path before me. Even my friend that 
understood that God must give you your mate (the 
one who married my first wife) still thought it was 
OK to get a marriage license. I felt like Elijah 
when he said to god: 


I, even I only, am left; and they seek my 
life, to take it away. 
1 Kings 19:14b 


But God's response was: 


Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, 
all the knees which have not bowed unto 
Baal, and every mouth which hath not 
kissed him. 

1 Kings 19:18 


I can see now that I am not alone, there are 
others on this journey... but not many. 
Learning Station #4 

When number four came along, I truly 


believed she was my wife, but as I look back 
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having more experience, I can see now that I 
didn't have enough to go on. Though I lived as 
husband and wife with her, I did not have enough 
direction and confirmation from God to know that 
she was my wife. 

This was my first relationship trying to walk 
out what God had taught me about being married 
without a license and a ceremony. I wasn't strong 
enough in this area to stand up to the stigma of 
not having a license. Through her persistence, I let 
her talk me into going to the courthouse and 
getting a license. After which she said to me “Now 
we are really married.”. I felt defeated, I had the 
information, but how to really walk it out when 
the rubber met the road was another thing. I liken 
this to the difference between reading a book 
about performing surgery and actually doing it. 

God will not put more on you than you can 
bear; he knows when you are strong enough to 
move up to the next level. We had been married 
for a few years. Toward the end of a forty day and 
night fast, God began to speak to me. He said I 
was going to have to separate from her because of 
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my disobedience. Our relationship was going 
O.K.; we were not having any major problems. We 
wanted to stay together; it was very hard 
separating. Sometimes the devil will let things go 
smoothly for a season when you are outside the 
will of God so that you will be tempted to stay in 
that situation. God will deal with you where you 
are at, he will appease you for a season until you 
can get more strength, then he'll move you to the 
next level. God knew that I had grown to the point 
of having enough strength to go about marriage 
without a license. When he first told me to leave 
my wife, it was really hard on me. I reluctantly 
started moving my things out, it was so incredibly 
hurtful, I just broke down and cried. Then, I heard 
God speak to me and say “you don't have to leave 
her”. I was so happy, I felt relieved of such a 
tremendous burden. So, I moved my things back 


in that same day. 


A few months later, after I had gained more 
strength, God began dealing with me again. He 
said, “You have to leave, you gotta separate 
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yourself from her.”. I had to obey God. My 
disobedience caused me this hardship. I had failed 
this class, so I would now have to retake it. We got 
divorced, releasing me from the bondage of a 


man-made license. 


God said to me, “I am going to bless you with 
another wife but,” he told me clearly “the next 
wife I put you with, you CANNOT get a marriage 
license.”. I understood that from that point on 
that I could no longer get a man-made license. 


Learning Station #5 


I met my next wife at a prayer meeting. She 
was an ex-drug addict and an ex-prostitute. She 
had been in and out of jail. During her riotous 
living, she had contracted AIDS. The fact that God 
spoke to me in dreams and spoke to my spirit, I 
was compelled to override my inhibitions and 
accept her as my wife. I believed that God would 
either heal her or protect me. In obedience to God, 
I took her to be my wife. God joined us together, 
not a license or a ceremony. She accepted that 
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God had joined us without a license, but after 
about eight months God instructed us to separate. 


Learning Station #6 

Low and behold the next woman that I got 
with said that her brother had already told her 
that marriage is spiritual. So she had no difficulty 
understanding the truth about marriage. After we 
had been talking for a few weeks discussing and 
explaining marriage from the Bible's perspective. 
She agreed that marriage is not a license, ring, and 
ceremony. So at that point, we began living as 
man and wife. At the time, I truly believed she was 
my wife, but as I look back having more 
experience, I can see now that I didn't really have 


enough to go on. 


I told her “you don't have to feel intimidated 
when you are around great men and women of 
God that are gifted with discernment. God will not 
allow them to call us out.”. We went around a lot 
of prophets, apostles, and others with strong 


'Word of Knowledge’ type of gifts. No one, no 
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matter how sharp their giftings, were ever be able 
to call us out or talk against spiritual marriage 
unless we exposed it to them. They always saw our 
union as “this is of God”. Not one of them was 
able to speak against our marriage. On the 
contrary, we received many encouraging, uplifting 
prophesies about what a great man and woman of 
God we were. God would not allow them to fight 
against his truth. My wife said that she felt so 
comfortable, at peace, and secure when we were 
around other people. In three and a half years we 
were never challenged about this marriage until 
we opened up and began to share it with others. 
Then the same people that said God showed them 
that we were a great man and woman of God, said 


that we were devils. 


After about three and a half years, we had to 
separate because she wanted to be the leader, the 
head of the home. If she couldn't have her way, 
she would get angry and want to fight. She would 
also use profanity toward me. Fighting and 
profanity were not a part of my character; she 
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raised a lot of hell in our home. Another issue was 
that she was from another city, about an hour and 
a half away. Many times when she got angry, she 


would move back there. 


Even though we had no license, I had to pray 
and let God work it out. There were so many times 
I had to leave home praying. I would be so 
spiritually and emotionally drained, just broken 
inside. When I left for work, I would beg God, 
“Please, God, give me the strength to make it 
through this day.”. I experienced this with some of 
the other wives as well. 


One day, God spoke to me and told me to tell 
her that within ninety days, if she didn't stop 
raising so much hell, I would turn the corner and 
she wouldn't be able to find me. So, I made a note 
of what God had spoken and shared it with her. 
On day 87 she went into a rage because things 
could not go her way, she said she was leaving. It 
worked out just like God had said it would. Later 
she wanted to get back together, but I 
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remembered what God had said, that she wouldn't 
be able to find me. At that point, there were no 
court proceedings because we did not have a 
marriage license. We went our separate ways, but 
even at this juncture, I was yet encouraged 
because of the much fasting and praying I was 
doing. It was God that kept me encouraged 
because I understood that the plan that he had for 


me was not over yet. 


Learning Station #7 

Then, God led me to the wife I have right 
now. This is one of the sweetest and most blessed 
moments I've had in my life. We are ten years 
deep right now. My seventh wife was a 
hairdresser. She was working at her mother's 
salon. I had sold to her mother over the years at 
other salons. My wife started buying produce from 


me. 


We talked a little about God while I was 
selling. Then one day I shared with her that I 
wanted to visit Haiti and preach the gospel. About 
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four weeks later, I returned to her workplace, she 
asked if I had been to Haiti. My reply was no. 
Then she said she would like for me to let her 
know the next time I would be preaching in the 
area. She wanted to come hear me preach. She 
also said that she was headed in the same 
direction as I was. We exchanged phone numbers 
and started talking and praying on the phone 
every night. Only a few days later I mentioned 
fasting to her, then we started fasting two days 
every week. Almost immediately we were praying 


on the phone for almost two hours every night. 


After we had been talking on the phone for 
about two weeks, she needed a ride to the grocery 
store. I volunteered to take her shopping because 
the person that was going to take her was charging 
her a lot of money. It was about two weeks later 
when God spoke to me about her being my wife. I 
called her and told her that I wanted to come over; 
she said that would be fine. I went to her house 
and told her that God said she was going to be my 
wife, and that her two little boys were going to be 
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crazy about me. She didn't comment one way or 
the other, neither did she look shocked. I didn't 
find out until later, that she thought I was trying 
to get to her boys. When I got ready to leave, I 
only hugged her. 


After about eight weeks of praying every 
night and fasting twice a week, she told me that 
the man she was married bound to by a civil union 
called her and said he wanted to start serving God 
again. In my heart it was a red flag; I knew this 
was a ploy from satan to derail God's plan. Over 
the next few days, she shared with me that his 
deceased father had been a pastor, and the church 
was sitting vacant. He wanted to get back together 
and re-open his dad's church. My reply was that is 
good that he wants to start serving God again. I 
didn't speak against it, I wanted to come across as 


indifferent. 


We continued praying on the phone for 
another about three nights. After which, the next 
three nights, I called her about three times each 
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night, but she did not answer nor return my 
phone calls. So I decided to pray and leave it in 
the hands of God. About five weeks later God 
spoke, “Within seven days I am going to break 
them up.” God spoke this to me on a Friday. I 
wrote down exactly what he said. The week rolled 
by; Friday (the seventh day) came and went. 
Nothing seemed to be happening. Then, on 
Monday she called me. She told me that she had 
begun a ten day and night water only fast three 
days ago (on Friday). I knew that this was God 
doing just what he said he would do. 


Within the next few weeks, her civil union 
partner called her and said that he did not feel 
about her like she felt about him; they were not 
going to get back together. That was the end of 
them talking; in fact, he left town and moved out 


of state. 


My wife and I resumed talking, fasting, and 
praying. At that point, God gave me a dream that I 
had put a belt on that was about twelve inches 
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longer than the size I usually wear. My wife was 
standing about 1 foot in front of me holding tightly 
with both hands the excess length of my belt. 
When I awakened, I thought about the dream. I 
prayed and asked God what was the meaning of 
this dream. He immediately spoke to me the verse 


in Ephesians chapter 6. 


Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth... 


Ephesians 6:14 


This is often referred to as the 'belt of truth’. 
God was showing me that she had taken hold with 
both hands (wholeheartedly) the truth of what I 
had told her about us being married. Later that 
day, I called her and shared the dream with her, 
she listened but didn't comment. 

A few days later, I invited her to an all night 
prayer shut in at a church. On the evening that I 
was to pick her up my belt broke. I did have an 
extra belt, but it was one that I hated. I had it for 
about five years, in plain view, but I never wore it. 





I could not explain why I would hold on to 
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something I hated so much. But when the belt I 
loved broke, reluctantly, I put on the one I hated. 
After all, I needed something to hold up my pants. 

On this same evening, my wife also had only 
one belt, but she could not find it. According to 
her testimony, she rarely wore a belt; but, on this 
day, the pants she was wearing required a belt. 
She was not able to find her one and only belt, but 
in the process of looking for it, she came across 
one that someone had left at her house, so she 
decided to wear it. 

When I walked into her house, she said with 
a loud voice “the belt!”. I was not sure why she 
said that, but as her eyes were fastened on my 
belt, I looked down at my belt. Then she said, 
“Remember the dream”. I replied “yes”, but it still 
was not clear what her point was. Then she said, 
“we are wearing the exact same kind of belt”. Then 
I understood that the dream was being fulfilled. 
This was yet another confirmation. 

That was the turning point when she 
believed without a doubt that God had joined us 
together as husband and wife. It had been over 
five months since we first started talking and 
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praying on the phone. Up to this point, we had not 
kissed, dated, or fornicated. Both of us were fully 
convinced that God was saying “I have joined both 
of you together as husband and wife.”. Nine 
months later we had a little boy. 


Closing 


At this point, some of you may be looking 
down on me, saying “that's not God”. Well, you 
are certainly entitled to your opinion. I am simply 
sharing my testimony of what God brought me 
through. Yet there may be others who can identify 
with the many challenges and failures that I have 
faced. No matter what you may be up against, I 
want to encourage you that God has a plan for 
your life. Whether you were born with a disability 
or you have made a train wreck of your own life; 


And we know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his 
purpose. 

Romans 8:28 


I didn't necessarily understand everything I 
was experiencing and learning while it was 
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happening. But as I moved from one learning 
station to the next, I could look back and see that 
every hard thing that I went through brought me 
to a deeper knowledge of marriage and family life 
as well as strengthening my resolve to pursue God 
with all of my strength regardless of the cost. So 
often God only shows us the step right in front of 
us, Sometimes it is scary when you cannot see the 
final picture. But God not only knows but also is 
the designer of the “big picture”. We cannot lean 
on our own understanding. We have to become 
completely dependent on God to direct us and 
step out boldly on his word, confident that he is 
the one that knows the beginning from the end. 


Summary of Lessons Learned 


The foundation of any hope for success in life 
is Salvation. We must first surrender to God's plan 
for our lives by repenting of our sins and living a 
life wholly dedicated to Him. 

Next is an important season of sanctification. 
This season of prayer and fasting will purify you, 
helping you not be fooled by the enemy. At this 
time you may have to lay aside lies that you have 
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inherited or false doctrines you have believed. It is 
also imperative that you tarry until you receive the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
But ye shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
Acts 1:8 


Many people also experience deliverance 
from strongholds that have them bound. This will 
equip you to become the husband, wife, 
missionary, pastor, or whatever God has called 
you to be. 

Wait on God to show you the one he has 
ordained for you to be with. You are not married if 
you picked someone. After he has shown you, wait 
for God to confirm it through dreams, visions, etc. 
There is no rush, if that person is your God- 
ordained spouse God will make it known. 

Marriage is not a license, vow, ceremony, 
and a ring; marriage is spiritual. God has to be the 
one to join you with your spouse. 
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Divorce is not a document issued by a judge. 
Divorce is when sin separates you from God 
thereby separating you from your spouse. God has 
to join you together, but sin separates you. 

Many times we come to a point of saying, "I 
can't take it anymore”. And we jump out of the 
furnace of affliction before God has finished 
forming us. Relationships can be very intense. 
Many mornings, when I left my house, it was a 
torment to go to work hold up my head. I would 
have to pray every day for strength just to put one 
foot in front of the other. I was smiling on the 
outside, but crushed and broken on the inside. I 
had to let God be the one to work things out. 

God could have instantly placed me with the 
wife that I have now. But instead, he took me 
through different learning stations so I would 
know how to treat my wife. I have gone through 
enough problems, and troubles, and trials, to be 
able to appreciate the one that God has given me. 
My wife and I have been married for more than 
ten years and have seven children. God had to 
mold and shape me to be able to stand as the 
strong spiritual leader of my family. If I had 
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passed more of my tests, perhaps, I would have 
made it to my current wife sooner. 

I know what it is to be single and alone. 

I know what it is to be married with children. 

I know what it is to be single with children. 

I know what it is to have a blended family. 

I know what it is to be divorced. 

Because of all that I have experienced, God 
has empowered me to help others so they do not 
have to endure the same struggles I did. I can help 
lead them through a season of prayer and fasting 
so that they can get it right the first time. Now 
that I have made it through the ranks, I am 
qualified to instruct others. 
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Dark Secrets 


ark secrets are one of satan's favorite 
weapons. They allow him to make a 
playground of your mind, _ usually 
without you having even done anything wrong. He 
shames many of his victims into keeping secrets 
about abuse, molestation, and even murder, by 
using fear tactics to keep them silent. He tells 
them that people will make them feel ashamed if 
they reveal what happened to them. 
Many times perpetrators use bribery or 
blackmail; they will do or say whatever it takes to 
keep their evil deeds a secret. Not only are victims 
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in bondage from the actual abuse, but also the 
bondage and shame that comes from keeping a 
secret bottled up inside. It is not only the 
perpetrators that promote silence but others that 
don't want to deal with a 'messy' situation. 


Victims are manipulated into silence with 
statements like... 


“Nobody will believe you.” 

“You don't have any witnesses.” 

“It's your word against his or hers.” 

“You just need to keep quiet about it.” 
“This is a model citizen that you are about to 
destroy.” 

“Do you realize who you are going up 
against?” 

“This person is rich and can afford the best 
lawyers, save yourself the time and 

the embarrassment that this will cost you 

because they got enough money to buy out 


the doctor, lawyer, D.A., and the judge.” 
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In my trade as a produce peddler, I cross 
paths with people from many walks of life. I have 
clients that I call on weekly. One of the businesses 
that I have been selling to for many years is a hair 
salon. Two of the women employed there are 
sisters; their brother is a local preacher. On one 
particular day, when I walked into the building, 
the sisters seemed to be uncomfortable and 
nervous at my presence. When I walked outside to 
my van to fill the orders I had just taken, one of 
the sisters followed me out. She began to say “I 
know you must be upset with me and my family 
about what you heard on the news.”. Puzzled, my 
response was “I am confused. I don't know what 
you are talking about. I haven't heard anything.”. 

She began to explain that her father had 
recently died. At his funeral, her brother stood up 
and announced to the congregation that their dad 
had confessed, before he died, that he was actually 
the one who had killed Martin Luther King, Jr.° 
He also announced that his mother used to make 
white gowns and hoods for the KKK. 


9 James Earl Ray was the fall guy; he agreed to take the blame for a crime he did not 
commit. While in prison, shortly before he died, he confessed that he did not kill 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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She shared that she and the rest of her family 
were very ashamed, hurt, and angry about what 
her brother had said about their dad. When she 
paused, my reply was “I am not upset with you 
nor your family. Neither should you and your 
family be ashamed or angry with your brother. 
What he did was free himself from the bondage of 
that dark secret. His imprisonment began the very 
moment he found out about his Mom and Dad's 
dark secrets.” I also told her, “No one should ever 
hold anger or bitterness in their heart against 
anyone for exposing dark secrets. It is simply a cry 
for peace and deliverance.” 

Many abusers were once victims themselves, 
I say this not to garner pity for them, but to bring 
to light the issue of abuse cycles. Victims are in 
bondage not only to the abuse that they 
experienced and the shame of keeping secrets, but 
often become abusers themselves because they 
were not able to get free from these demonic 
strongholds. So, they pass the abuse on to the next 
generation. 

Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 

iniquity and transgression and sin, and 

that will by no means clear the guilty; 
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visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children's children, 
unto the third and to the fourth generation. 
Exodus 34:7 


I know of another family that had very small 
children who were exposed to their parents having 
‘bedtime activities’ through the innocent act of 
opening the bedroom door. As a result, the 
brothers and sisters started doing the same thing 
they saw their parents doing. This behavior went 
on for about two years. During this time, one of 
the boys laid naked on his younger brother. It did 
not go any further than just laying on him. There 
was no engagement. After that one time, he never 
did it again. Then one day all of the children 
suddenly stopped engaging in these inappropriate 
behaviors. It was as if God himself took away the 
memory of their behavior; they stopped 
immediately and never had a relapse. They grew 
up treating and respecting each other as brothers 
and sisters. 

In this same family around the ages of three 
to five, the boys’ father played with the private 
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area of their bodies. Again, after about two years 
he stopped and never played that way with them 
again. But as a result, one of the brothers, during 
first grade, would play with one of his classmates 
the same way his dad had played with him. It was 
at a desk table where the students sat side-by- 
side. After first grade it never happened again; it 
was like the memory of that type of behavior was 
erased from his mind. 

At around age eight, this same boy saw two 
boy dogs trying to mate a girl dog. Then the boy, 
with proper protection, tried to do the same thing 
the boy dogs were trying to do. But the girl dog 
seemed to have more sense than to let the little 
boy do that. She ran off; this was a failed attempt. 
Again, God must have stepped in because there 
were many times after that that he saw boy dogs 
try to mate with girl dogs yet he never tried it 
again. 

Around age eleven or twelve years old, he 
used his foot and rubbed the genitals of a boy dog. 
After about two minutes, he felt guilty. He stopped 
and never did it again; it was like God stepped in 
and erased that spirit from his life. 

200 


The Truth About Marriage 


After I became a Christian, for a long time, I 
was puzzled as to how all these demonic 
strongholds were stopped over and over again. In 
later years, I developed a greater trust and belief 
in the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous. I 
also came to understand that all the years of 
spiritual warfare through the prayers of my 
mother and other godly women kept these 
demonic strongholds from getting a grip on my 
life. 

The reason they are called strongholds is that 
once you are opened up to these types of demonic 
forces, they don't just leave. They cannot be 
wished out or counseled out. They have to be cast 
out. When you start obeying demonic forces you 
open the door, inviting satan in and giving him 
control over your life. 

Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye 
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

Romans 6:16 


You can't just stop on your own. the power to 
stop these demons has to come from the 
supernatural power of the one and only almighty 
God. 
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Conclusion 


fter gaining this information, through 

much prayer and meditation on the 
criptures, perhaps you have come to a 

place of being convicted by the Holy Spirit about 
some areas of your life. Whether you find yourself 
in a man-made marriage, intentionally single, or 
out of God's ordained order, the solution to every 
situation, no matter how complicated or messy it 
may seem, is the same. In order to walk into the 
plan and purpose that God has for your life, you 
must enter into a season of prayer and fasting to 
crucify your flesh and break the strongholds of 


Conclusion 


false teaching and generational curses off of your 
life. Coming into alignment with God's will for 
your life will empower you to be able to rise above 
the reversal of God's creation roles in our culture 
today. Man must be the head, and his God 
ordained mate is to be his help meet. 


I want to encourage all of those that have 
been called into the ministry to step up to the 
plate. We as the church leaders must set the 
example for body to follow. If we continue to build 
the church on man-made doctrines, it will 
crumble. We need to get back to the foundation 
laid by God himself, through his word. 


™ For other foundation can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now tf any man build upon this foundation 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble; Every man's work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare tt, 
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort 
it 1s. 
1 Corinthians 3:9-13 
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Prayer, fasting, and obeying the word of God 
is not only the formula for success in ministry and 
marriage; it is for every facet of life. From where 
to buy your socks to where you should live, from 
what to eat for lunch to what job you should work. 
We cannot exclude God from any detail of our 
lives. We must acknowledge him in all our ways. 
We must be constantly renewing our minds 
because his ways are higher than ours and we 
cannot know them until we put our ways to death. 


... present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which ts your 
reasonable service. And be not conformed 
to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 


Romans 12:1b-2 
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About the Author 


You may ask who | am, but 
who | am is not important. If F 
you meet me, you have ff 
gained nothing. If you forget 
me you have lost nothing. 
The only encounter in life 
that really matters is an 
encounter with the almighty 
God. He is the one who J 
created the heavens and the [prother Conrade Irving, Jr 
earth, yet he has carefully 
numbered every hair on your head. He could snap 
his fingers and destroy everything, yet in his mercy, 
he chooses to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and open the prison 
of them that are bound. We deserve his wrath, but 
he graciously showers us with tender mercies and 
lovingkindness. By his grace, he sent his only son to 
die for our sins, so that we could be redeemed from 
sin and have eternal life. VWWhen you meet him, you 
have gained everything. When you forget him, you 
have lost everything. 
| have been spreading the good news of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ for more than 40 years. It is my 
ultimate goal to walk in humble obedience to my 
God, Yahweh; that | may finish my course well. | 
believe we are empowered to live a perfect life when 
we crucify our flesh through prayer and properly 
fasting. My cross walking journey began in 2006. | 
have 13 children. My wife and | live just outside of 
Gainesville, Florida with our 7 youngest children. 

1321 NE 192nd Ave. Gainesville, FL 32609 


sharperthanany2edgedsword@gmail.com 
(352) 278-6968 
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We are accepting donations via paypal. 


sharperthanany2edgedsword@gmail.com 


Visit my YouTube channel to 
listen to the audio book. 


www.youtube.com (5) ee ee ae 
/channel/UCVhVGI er : 


t2gbkOtWc8JaWfOBw Be 3° fe Ae ai 





Freedom From 
ins Sepletlels ei 
Uniiore esis 


Look for other books 


by this author. 


What Color are Your Shackles? 


Racism, Abuse, Unforgiveness 


By Gonrade Irving 
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